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Binns believed “Confederate” was actually Col. Mosby, who had, by
the West and as

glat time, returned to Virginia after spending years in
.S. Ambassador to Hong Kong. The strongest argument against this,

however, is that Mosby was never reluctant to engage in controversy
over his own signature, as evidenced by the years he spent sparri
former Confederate General Beverly Robertson and the powe
Southern, Historical Society over their blaming J.E.B. Stuart for the
loss of the Battle of Gettysburg: ‘A man willing to engage such influen-
tial opponents is not likely to have hesitated to use his own name in 2
verbal battle with a former Union cavalry scout. o
By the time he died in 1919, Binns was totally blind anfl living in
WaShington, DC, with his son, having already buried two Wives. Even
death did not end his troubles with the government. As latef as 1932,,
John Binns was still trying to collect money to pay for his fatl'lcrs
funeral: money that was denied him with the old argument that Binns
“was a civilian employee acting as a scout for the Federal Army, but that
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