cAddress Me Hereafter at Leesburg
Letters of Brigadier General Richard Griffith

with footnotes by Taylor Chamberlin

Prologue

s
Peﬂogca;ionauy one gets a glimpse of Loudoun County during the
of “The War Between the States” through the eyes of residents

Or sold;
oldiers as revealed in discovered letters or diaries, but rarely through

tho
s¢ of a general. What follows are complete transcripts of the let-
Griffith. As commander of

ters vy
the ‘}”’Dzliftt?n _b}’ Brigadier General Richard
s sissippi Brigade,” consisting o the 13th, 17th, 18th and 21st
the WintPPl Volunteer Infantry Regiments, Griffith was encamped for
Lieesoe er of 1861-2 in Loudoun. Most of his letters were written from
S ally ( g, where General Griffith had his headquarters, to his wife
whom he sometimes called Sarah) and his children who were

“bac o
k.home in Jackson, Mississippl.

Penls;(:{larq Griffith was born on January 11, 1814 in Germantown,
Univef.r;an-la’ a suburb of Philadelphia. After graduating from Ohio

Seamne 1ty in 1837, Griffith moved to Vicksburg, Mississippt wher
the 1 zllvtl’_:ac_he_l‘- When the war with Mexico
avis, th ississippi Rifles, which was commanded by C_:Ol Je.ffer‘son
» L,ie e future president of the Confederacy. It was during this time
ife 1o utenant Griffith and Colonel Davis formed an affectionate and
ng friendship. After the war Griffith served as 2 U.S. marshal,

€r a;
nd for two terms as state treasurer.

ment overseas, Taylor

to farm and start up
his father, Edward M.

g‘f;; ;Pf’}ding many years qith the govern

o an;r hin Tc’t‘.urned to his native Loudoun

Chamd ?;‘_ﬁ’ business. Following in the stefps of

Coun e;;.”» who was one of the founding members of the Loudoun

ondd i?:‘j’g istorical Society, Taylor has developed an interest i Jocal history
e author of several books on the Civil War period.
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186'1I‘h:nzt1te Of. Mississippi seceded from the Union in early January
of th:: Confy dmld'FebfuaI}', it had become one of the founding statcs
Wi named Zé:}'ate States of America. On January 29, 1861, Griffith
one month I Jutant General of the Army of Mississippi- Less than
ettus commi;e'r, on Fe.bmary 27, 1861, Mississippi Governor John J
anting asflio?;d him 5 Brigadier General of that army. -
ship and accepy f:l COmma:nd, Griffith resigned his adjutant.gen“ ¢
Ississi iVI;e a commission as Colonel of the 12th Regimed* °
SIPP1 Volunteer Infantry on May 16, 1861. This unit first mO

to Union
Virgini, ath» Tennessee and then, in July, came eastward to No

Ving too late £ .

On € for the First Battle of Manassas. )

Genefall\i%vetl? b 2’-1861’ Griffith Wastdcomnﬁssioned a Bri rtfr

a’t‘t‘m"'ﬁll’ds, Wa: 50Vlsional Confederate States Army and, shO m),,

mand of the 5t}? rdered to Loudoun County where he assumed corall

commmder in th Tigade of the 1st Division, then under the oV .
ot long aftel’WaIe 3Iea,. Bl'igad_ier Gener al Nathan C. ashank” -Eva:ll)’s

Superior dur .?’ Bng Gen. Daniel H. Hill, who became Gl'lm

! Was during St:y i Loudoun, replaced Evans. . qettes

Bep; Wife Sarah Period that Griffith wrote the followi® riﬁﬁth’

i W+ e DS four children Davis Gz,
e tielf Criffith, Lucy AnnenGrlfgi:f e Richard G35y
“Quently mentions Cephas, his son by 2 Prcvious e
n asa;ln h°‘;101' graduate of the Ju‘ilson
lssiggins ¢S old, %, and became Griffith’s thif
ClearsﬁlPPI State Tre At the tme of their marriage, Grifﬁth ta1;‘,011

Wich oo The family lved ¢ the Grffith P10

g nﬁfl«: Alth, e Ated about three miles outsid® ifl 186:;1’
t]le lettel‘s tOIChed” th Nion Army desolated the prope ugs’
; ¢

bu dsg the Ie © Way m . e .
Why +2er Jegry* oY Others were in that are?: i
o

%I';Or the Grifg ° @ Woman left behind to ruf ?
i they th th 50
$0° 49

d‘ﬁ Su . € w: )
Vi | . (fﬂedpﬂ?g‘fd, Whoai;}‘::? trial and a tribulation P¥* alloﬂg '
. the e"eryétsappo.i edly. Their separatiof ™ j jaft

0
;ilt.ments over canceled leaves ap 2 Il)yage
Hes of children lived only °°
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Paper was difficult and, often, frustrating. But through it all, one senses
a dedication between the two that is remarkable and stable. And, one
hopes that the end will be a happy reunion for both.

The Griffith letters have been transcribed from the originals with
the permission of the owner. The editor and members of the publica-
tion committee would like to thank the owner of the Griffith letters for
generously granting his permission for the publication of these price-
less treasures, It is truly remarkable that they not only s ived the 135
Years that have passed since they were first written, but that they have
been returned to the very town in which they were originally penned.

Leesburg, Va. Dec. 7th, 1861
My dearest wife:

The evening before my departure from Richmond to this place T wrote you whilst
SMowing fast. Next morning the ground was covered with snow sote Fwo or three inches
deep, and very cold—traveled all day, with very cold feet, and arrived at Manassas after
dark. No good public place for stopping, and made my arrangements  for sleeping in the
rs, and that without my supper, Most fortunately meeting the keeper of the Mississippi
Depotq Capt. Armstrong from Tallahatchie County, Miss, who said he knew me, and that
Lhad done hipm many favors in the Auditor’s Office, without charge, years ago, for which
he had evey “felt obligations, and was glad of an opportunity to repay me somewhat; and in
consequence myself and staff were handsomely and most hospitably entertained. Thus you
5¢¢ that people are generally grateful and apt to remember past favors, and that labor for
Which I refused to charge has ot all been in vain. This place we reached, after a hard ride
OVer rough roads, yesterday evening — my wagon and baggage came up this evening, and I
will assume the digties of my command on Monday. Gen'l [Daniel H.] Hill of N. Carolina
will take command of all the forces in this Loudoun County, and all the Mississippians
alone have been assigned to my command. With this T am well satisfied. As yet I have not
™et Gen'l [Nathan G.] Evans, their former commander, but expect to do so in the morn-
ng. He legves o Monday.
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here,g;‘ty::;n:;zbi:}fo”eg ’ M'r s Lulia] Harrison — Yyour cousin—who has been
since their arrival in Vi od of Major [Tsham] Harrison [Jr,, 13¢h Miss. Infantry] ever
and winter here af Lea:ggmm' sze’sends her kindest love to you, and says you must come
bl this ¢ u;% as it u’such a delightful place — the people so kind, so clever
of it from persona] bPer ps the richest and wealthiest county in Virginia. I can't speak

personal observation, as T have seen but lixdle of this country. Soon however I

[M: ., )
wsissippi] and was one of my pupils in Vicksburg. He manifests great pride in having

us at his house. T am just now be
dis JUSt now being serenaded by the band the ;
COUrse very sweet music & [ must stop & Payl?;tem attentg; . 215t Miss. Regt. They

' ;’Z” to ’tlhem  further t'han to say they were read with much
thisthe diseae with i g - L WAS 1Y impression that I had told you before

i s affcted.In thefirst place 1 had severe derangement of the
by a protracted derangement of the bowels,

oh! H ; i
0w I'wish to sep I.“'Q"and then wh, " Litle George you can hardly leave behind, and

t ;
t this war were ove #will become of Whitty - my darling boy. How

* and we af] ¢o
uld return |,
, ome
OWS When it may o q once more to our

s whe
cannot g and until they [
"y leave his commang Others will obtaz’r:n :{eir:;;;’;z‘g

A Hum ne . L
er 'St"fg (Carrollton, pl:reg,s MsSlssxppi Brigade, Army of
In these Jetterg =ioneer Pub, Co,, 2004) was used
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as s00m as we go into winter quarters; but when that will be is uncertain; for as long as the
enermy remain in the field, we are obliged to do the same thing, For myself 1 pray for winter
quarters or a general battle soon for our soldiers. But it is useless to be grieving over that
which we cannot help, and if you wish to come here do so, without asking any one, except
to obtain a permit to pass to this place. Brig. Gen'l Evans has his wife here, & that might

justify me in having mine, but I am not fully persuaded that it s right and proper.

Dear wife, if Mr. Allen desires to join the army to serve our country and cause, throw
no obstacles in his way. We don't want to raise any cotton next year, and what we have
should be destroyed rather than fall into the hands of our enemies. All we want hereafter

is subsistence for the soldiers until this cruel and unnatural war is terminated, Hence we
can get along with a very ordinary overseer to raise grains & potatoes. Supplies for the
army and the actual necessaries of life are all we want until hostilities cease and peace is
established.

The box of clothing and other things for me have not yet come to hand, and will not
look for them until the middle of this month. They have been stopped doubtless by the
interruption of transportation in east Tennessee. Neither have the 5 kegs of Pickles been
heard of 1 think they will all turn up ere long, & take us by surprise. Personal friends are
on the watch for my valuable clothing. I wish they were here - especially the red flannel
shirts and drawers, as my old ones are becoming too small, and are nearly worn out.

I hope and pray that Pa is well again and able to attend to his business matters once
more. It is sad indeed he should be sick so long and so seriously, when you have so much to
attend to, O, that I could be there and pay him some attention too. But surely Bro. George
will devote himself to all Pa’s wants and wishes as far as he is able, and by this time he
should be well enough.

Everything you did, dear wife, in regard to my clothing is all right, and you must
not censure yourself. 1 know you are incapable of doing any intentional wrong. Instead of
blame, you and Col. Brown ate both entitled to my warmest thanks,for all your endeavors
to please and comfort me, more than I deserved.

Gladly would 1 assist, at your request, in obtaining for Mr. Kerney the position
he desires in the Army. At present 1 know of no post suitable that he could possibly get.
Applicants for such places are numerous, and preference is invariably given to those

already in the army, which I think is proper and right.
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Sorry I have not more space and time 1
will endeavor to write you oftener. Address m

kindly to all—home folks aspe I .
ever bless you all my J'Z,.w&g;& “;’); - 1ot forgetting the children & blacks. May God

Head Qrts., Miss, Brigade
Leesburg, Va. Dec: 17,1861

e W ;
and Yeaceful times ﬁ;l co:x}; l: :tt plwa"t-ﬁd’"gz & only think and believe that happy
8ain affer our hardships, toils and troubles are over. This

- The “Sober second thoughts”qf the down trodden, heavy

North must useq : .
Asl A reaction, and ere long compel peace
be prepared ty mees them, oy 0.5 e enemy temain 4, the field under frms,{:veﬁust

ono » @nd proposit;
1able tepyps st be submilz’re‘:{P or ons for peace must comne from the other side; and
ceas

t 3
hey cannot obtsy @ heating, Would that this war

in the way of chills and  fever, and regret
o da)’; “If"p’a His absence will subject
., ent. I must (4 t' e
@ family Physician, 1 ,, - say ho:wever 10 you, that | wou?; ;’;::Ibf togour ouI;n I;_i; °
% Father gz, 0 see ) t little Lucy is well 5 i, T ect Dr. Mitchel
It Occyrs to me ce ner rOj)' and healthy When %e re’tum h;f:ﬁ)t‘ me She must keep
teachi . T wij , s home,
m‘;:gbysepdmg b 59:2 :Zaty U might ayoid tuch of B f
01 With vicioy town bo; ITOWn school. The pag inﬂuencz tmudr;?; Iabo;; 2 A
d Jou om thet

Cannot an Y
Heipate. The moral and religious instruc-

write you more, but without any promise
e hereafter at Leesburg, Va. Remember me |
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tion and training they receive from you will enable them to shun all sufh vile compan-
ions—they will learn to resist all bad temptations, and may assist them in learning to do
right by avoiding to do evil. Try it a while, and if it won't answer, take them away again.
You must not tax yourself with so much labor, but take care of y'oursey and this 1 most
seriously insist upon. You may overtax your energies, and thus bring on il health, and its
usual accompanying diseases.

Your being disappointed in sending the pen and tqoth powdfar by Major Watt.'s’,
proved no disappointment to me, as I am not in need of either at this time. I am much in
need however of a new set of teeth in plate, but that I know you cannot lﬁmuslf me.1 will
endeavor to make those I have hold together until I can get an opportunity to visit Jackson
and my home once more.

Being without @ watch to carry is a matter of great annoyance to e, and I must
think it is the fault of Mssrs. Patton & Bonfield. By Major Watts I returned to them a
silver lever watch, which 1 had purchased of them, and requested they would refm by
him to me another of that kind keeping correct time. To this message I have rf:cewed 1o
response, and am sadly disappointed. Surely they couh? ﬁnd fhances to send one if the'y had
the disposition to do so. Tell them I have no spirit or disposition to censure or complain, but
that 1 would very much like to have a good plain patent lever silver watch for my own use,
if they could send me one without any delay. As usual however I would prefer traubhn‘g
my very good friend Col. Brown to select for me, and endeavor fo procure one complete in
allits parts. If 2. & B. have not any such on hand, perhaps he might select one at Moreys.
Iam sadly in want of one.

This is indeed a beautiful country — rich and fertile in its p'roductians,,and its citizen
Planters and farmers generally wealthy—said to be the wealthiest & heaviest tax paying
county in the state, What a pity such a land should be despoiled by the ravages of war. But
stuch must be the ate of ll border counties. Myself and staff are corr'zﬁrtably locatf:d indeed.
We occupy a large and convenient house in Leesburg. The owner isa wealthy widow lady
now on the Lincoln side. Her son is with us — on his plantation near here — and reputed
t0 be loyal ~ claims the ouse as his own, and was exceedingly anious for me to occupy
it. He endeavors to avoid the sequestration of the premises etjzdently My room an,d office
is the neat parlor of the old lady, and  furnished exactly to suit me, except a nice piano for

1. Maj. Nathaniel G. Watts, brigade quartermaster. For a list of Gerferal Gri@th’s staff offi-
cers, see Robert E. L. Kricks Staff Officers in Grey: A Biographical Register of the Staff
Officers from the Army of Northern Virginia (Chapel Hill: Univ. of N.C. Press, 2003).
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which I have no yse ¢
all. The main buil; ;
oy , . The main building conta
ge;;’nd f’ghf of us with five servantSﬁndg amPIeTI::::Z:g ;;ZZ szﬂmo othemre
e citizens are exceedip gy ki ail.
by kind and hospi ;
ed to several teg or supper parties, said 1 b:sp itable generally. Have been cordially invit-

= of course to be shown and specially intended )
. d introduced, Tnyari  for Gen'l Hill and myself
oy sl el fr s o it e

Someqf thepeople ] fons o i re tot
> n port 1 tories to us, and ac
portions fthls Coungm edt'sbyal and are tori ;

enemy. Complaints were made to .
e by good citizens in the upper portion
) tha ipper p

habit of crogs; t marauds
0Ssing over iy : “’““dmg parties of our 1 in the
Plundeﬁng & burnmg, Aﬂ}ee;%;;t and ‘Ommitﬁng depredati?cns in ‘;Z: rzf 1:;:";81:1;1’;;
men 1 ?ffgtt;k ?f: Lsent up a detachmens secretly gﬁer dark to
es “"“:%‘r'::ftz:;te Sl i i x5 Ifaniry] commanded )

JJeen they ca : - Encounteri "
now injail here — fyy, q}}tureds,x of them, and killed ad drow::fl :hihl:;;’"g P;_rht/: ‘;fz;',:
] , ance. The six

i the other four Virginia Tories. W
by notified Gen'l | ‘Z” Gen'l [Pierre G. T.] Beauregard
8 all such when caufg:h: rkst] Stone of the Federal forces
WOrk temains to be soey, O LS STOM our sie c;ﬁ;h;gs’;fd him to ifzﬂfcz similar
' is men. How this may

r her home day
' one " > day after to-morrow.
hisfamily tdeagfw"fye 0T bys i Vigturg 1 -2 Misiipp bith and
Ao sL, py jaresy bin 01d
! cupy nearly all my time

" well fortified T, ereh apreceding 3 months, and in

Us: on .
€€ is three op g the Ontrary they seem 4 1: €10 demonstrations on the
our times reater thay , u:S € apprehensive of an attack

) and we can only act on the
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defensive. I have no fears of the result in the event they cross to this side. It is late dear & I
must close. Will try to write you in a few days, again, and also to the little boys if I possibly
can, Remember me kindly to all home folks, and kiss the chisldren often for me & dont
let thern forget they have a father. God bless and protect you dear wife, is the very frequent

prayer of your affect. husband.
R. Griffith.

[Postscript]: The gentlemen on my staff join in kind regards to you. Of fruits there are
none in this section—abundance of every thing else. My health is very good, and can

stand most any thing. R.G.

Hd. Qts, 7th Brigade, 15t Corps, A [rmy] of P[otomac]
Leeshurg, Va. Dec'’r 24th, 1861

My dearest wife:
This being Christmas eve, and 0 probablity of seeing you in the morning, you will

allow me to give you and our sweet children the compliments of the season as customary

— wishing you all a merry and joyous Christmas and a very happy New Year. How much

of pleasure and happiness is lost fo me in not being at home during these gay and happy
holidays, when the children and negroes bless others with their smiling and happy faces!
And then how much of good things I miss, usually enjoyed on stch occasions! But no matte,
our military family — pretty large by the way, being 12 in all — expect to have pound and
sponge cake with egg & nog in the morning, and eat and drink to many returns of this
usual happy season. At the same time the thought occurs,'do they miss me at home”. Such

thoughts however are but sad and should be banished. Since my last to you, dear wife, two

ore of your love messengers have been received. One of the gth the other 12th inst., both in

satme mail; besides one from little Whitfield yesterday of the 14th, for all which my thanks
are due. Assure little Whitty Lam determined to write to him soon, as well as to Jeffy. They

should both write frequently — Lucy as soof as she can.

You refer to the Brigade and myself being mutually pleased with our positions. That
is certainly so if I am to believe all that officers and men say — thus far all works very
smoothly. Gov. Whitfield did not exaggerate in his description of this beautiful region,
and 1 have no fear now of the Yankees quartering in Loudoun during this winter. They are
quiescent just now and have been since I wrote you last, except day before yesterday they



Yo" 1o change his feelings. He should remember that 1

€a pay o attention tp home matters now, and wil] nr promise any untl this difficulty is

1y settled, as everything dear to me is enlisted in our just and righteous cause. Regret 10
hear of My, Woodruffs bad health, gng hope he may stll recovey

Tom will ansyey presty well for oy

rseer until opportuniry is ered for the employ-
ment of one, Good negro is better thay 4 o G e f

badwh't , Give hii Christ as ’,and
caution him to behgye BimSel if e pishes *e man. Give him a Christmas gift

, t0 live with us stif] gnd retain our good will
and wishes, Thys far,

dear, my duties g Brigadier have not beey diminished from what
were as Colone]

and entire relief from duty 1 4, 1ot expect during my continuance
N Setvice, Often annoyance s A 8

, -Verygladamy 4, hear Jou are making flannels for Cephas; and

has b“"m:zéjbglow? omewillbe truly aceptable. Until o regtlt date ;{e weather here
e~ j i 1 . P’

aecomp am:ed With sleet, iha;?:t h:»mes ite cold, Night before lnst it commenced raining

8 was really beautiful - trees and bushes cov-
ittle icicles, ang larger ones dropping from
Iowing this, and then a terribly

ving noby Bittets now, 1 and nice Brandy toddies at noon and eve?
wrive 1 2 10 take they, Speaking of Brandy teminds me that the

; O;tfme ™moment — when Dy Craft had ordered
9611 0ur section, Hoy | thanked you for it My
0ut, but I g still daly Iookx’ng  for those Yyou sent me. All in

and Ja¢e .
™ do 3Ppear onr ;loe‘l:f:p:lnyCo. - 18 Miss. Infantry. His com-

Ioster,
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instead; and those fine, large
, irs heavy cotton drawers instead; g
i row amfielral:?rzei?grzv:rf::;st exz;lent, and I believe warmer Za}::; Z‘;ifi‘;’l’i
ey be ssure Iﬁm very comfortably P"’W’dedﬂ,’ rand ’;Ot:e‘ffl%rl afn essentially in
Ttin ks o oyt an o
in want of mon vr , 1
e qfatp:fse: ;OYZZ:': Ziz‘:i‘:::me the amount — providing it don't oversize my pile
you at any tim '
_ hundred. , this point
say3or 4 :Z],:d here yesterday that my old 12th Reg't had be;zvirfte;efdz m;sfom '
' Repol"fa;e — hape it may prove true — would like ?lmch ;othing ot e nedd oo
in m,; Brig & it would strengthen our force here grea y_—this county wouldbe of vt
man agafn,bl y the interest of the service. The possession Qf The enemy has treble our
zt‘g’;%” d“’tr;: efsmy and equally important to us to ;’;ta;:’} :ztct evidently deccived as o
encjit to the enemy, p be aware of the fact — )
—y don't seem to be aw , ; bliged to
Jorce opposite th zgla‘;;isb:;:;ul ignorance it is our p'oht)' to keep ht;n‘;:ieng‘ f:th ::gr .
our numbers:kac'; :i:e odes for deceiving & misleadmg}, as about a;h o body of Inforry
adapemary sl Pal and tory citizens, Last Friday Gen'l §tuarf[1w d was repulsed with
numblers ﬁi:{ﬂay attacked the enemy in  foree at zmm;ﬁ’ / ;',:[’;ed to retire from the
Caviy and Arellery sy iped ad conpeled o s o
.; ' cl(:l”;ide'mblfh?:;e—m;’ ia;’fsf:sagn‘.‘}hat nékt however he withdrew his forces also. No
teld leaving ) (g 15 ’
official report of the fight has b“ZIP“bI;S lt:?iandom — scarcely knowing what Ihhav; 5“";
iting rapidly an iscopal Church an,
Weﬂ' dear | amw?gtzg 1:;11;: t{me. Last Su’fda)’ I ,am';ﬁ:zidlsf: :}‘:E;oung soldiers
o SO 1058 t sermon; the discourse being chiefly in tomorrow, but T will be
heard a most excellen ; . ,ec ial benefit. He Preaches'aga'm ;om " b with a ot of
of the “"";t}" ar;ldﬁ)f th;virzp accepted an invitation to dine in the country,
unable to hear him — '
old maids, r Troops at the rate of one Field
hs will be granted to o ~commissioned and
Afer tomorrow F"Q’}‘if Lieutenants to each Regt., also ten nion :Z::Z exceedingly
Officer, two Captains an Of course applications are very numero e e
private to cach wmpgy nothing was said about Generals being Fuen fed ; making
troublesome. In the or here into Winter Quarters, and they are nou; 8 fw faily com-
ol:dm:; st wmn;:ztblir fvs possible for the cold weather, as winter has n
tnemselves as com

menced,

¢ i sville on
(“Jeb”) Stuart was involved in a “sharp fight” at Drane
2. Gen. James Ewell Brown
December 20.
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R. Griffith.

Head Quarters Seventh Brigade

15t Corps, Army of Potomac

My degr e " Leesburg, Vi, Dee. 29th, 1861

According 4, ;
;abeingso near its C"It?setwn‘gg: iods for writiy this is the last I can send you this year
W W Year May yoy }, a em’;‘:"’f”dl)’ Approaching, I can by wisiirou a ha}},’P)':
»danger,sickness ang g »HEpHess “"deSpert't); and be protected from all
48y I wroge 4,

Y041 day Yours of e v M by Hi0), and through i ;
i v oo gy o wri

T considered ; ;
,mg’"ghtmtowritefr Xeelent for one o You ¥y Christmas treat

was
His it broghey . eQuently, Tej] "8 and 1 gave him fiull credit —
) int “ Tl Jeffy thas {  full credi
habit taste for he ‘::;3{1 Ctter Wrz'tiniﬁ;.k fnl “antexpect to ind hipy  falling behind
.G

%14 1 shal Jpok P:mice ¥ often and thus acquire a

€
St One from him semi-mongh}- j or
e flannel under clothes and hope weatz::g é:em
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will prove beneficial to him. Should he not improve, however, as I before remarked, he had
better return home on short  furlough.

In regard to overseer I would be in 110 haste about employing another, not deeming it
advisable to raise any more cotton than may be necessary to furnish seed for the  following
Jyear  the balance plant in Corn, small grains, potatoes, vegetables &c. for feeding solders,
For the present Tom can go on putting the place in good order — such as clearing up the
&rounds nicely, put the fencing in complete repair, féxing up out buildings, dleaning out the
ponds, &, &c. Mr: Allen will doubtless return by 15t February, and perhaps he would be
the best to employ again under present circumstances — unless you have objections, and
then don't employ him at any price whatever. Tom may be sufficient to raise and cultivage
all the crops we want, although it might be much better to have a reliable white man on the
Place during these troublous and warlike times, Consult with Pa, and be governed by his
advice and your own good discretion. Perhaps I may have an opportunity of visiting home
during the winter for a short time: but if not, I shall hope for a visit from you, providing
my brigade temains at this place or its neighborhood. At present I am not prepared to say
any thing definitely about our operations for the winter. Much will depend on the move-
ments of the enemy — if he remains in the field, we must do likewise, so as to be prepared
to meet him at gl points and at any time. We do not feel very secure here just now, but
with another brigade of infantry, some 6 or 8 more pieces of Artillery especially of Rifle,
Parrot & Howitzer guns of long range, and some more cavalry, 1 think we could hold i
against 20,000 of McClellan’s best troops. But Genl. Beauregard cannot spare us any force
at this time,

The sooner; dear wife, that Winny receives medical attention the better. In the absence
of Dr: Buck you must select another. Perhaps Dr. Russell might relieve her — ifnooneelse in
Jackson can. Your proposal to set out more fruit trees the coming spring is a good idea and
eets my hearty approval. Would like much to have the orcht'zrd renovated — trees wel]
Pruned and trimmed up. All dead trees removed and decayed limbs cut out carefully. The
Places of dead and dying trees supplied. All such work Tom, or some other that understood,
should be engaged at very soon. The Pyracantha hedge could be an ornament as well gs
Protection. You are certainly fortunate in having so many calves this early, and hope they
will be an improvement upon our old stock. The eleven hogs if well fattened will  furnish
Considerable meat; but where will you get the salt to cure the meat? Its price is salty,

Should you become short of meat, and unable to purchase except at most enormous
and fabulous prices, you will have to commence on the old cows. But I trust you are not
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memorand, .
am no;';bz’:dg:f;hz;?;”ﬁﬂbox Conlfamat a{'d again accept my thanks. For the winter I
dadly for some from Richmond, bl supp ,I"d' except as o shoes or boots. I am looking
10 trim the cuffs and coIl':: "4 fyoucan find any nice buff cloth, please send me enough
o nd Dty e 1 fr
Wel, deatest, the hoyy '
. b is
somewhat sleepy and tired, and
morming, 1 must come to a close, Hgg z';z?zlded speaking of

W aids — ouy very nice boarding

rt ’
’"'Wpostponeforanothermq.sf‘? °s ffce and bedroom, ang many other things that
on. If I dow’t wyite enough pay me a visit, and then we

. Give my |, "

Weet Lucy and figd Georgy ;’['?’r oveto all home folls, including the negroes, and kiss our

e e LV 0 2t My sy i s
th. Ime

et ere long iy Peace is the prayer of your affec.

/ osed ten dyllay bill - Louisigng s

Year presens for our Py Gerg tate Bank, No, 5404, Letter“F,”Feby.

: Please acknowledge its receipt — it

> 1st
Corps, Army of Potomg,

My degy Wwife: Leeshyy,
; S Va. Janyg
Watng 1, 1y 3rd, 1862

, by 1 ,
Written to You q daj, 0: ::, :ntth:ated Ietter ﬁo
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ameliorated by another nice letter from Whitty. Two more of yours have reached me since
my last to you — one of the 20th, the other 22nd & 26th ultimo; for both and each you
have ny hearty thanks — the last proved a New Year’s gift, and most highly appreciated.
It came by M. Oscar Stuart, with a silver watch from Patton & Barfield — the same old
watch I had returned to them to exchange for another. This may be pleasant to them, but
it certainly don’t satisfy my wishes, & I will certainly take pleasure in returning it to them
for good. This leads me to say further that I do not wish you to pay any of my bills or
accounts to anybody at this time, as I expect to meet them all in person upon my return
to Jackson.

Well dear enough of this. I now turn to your letters to note contents. Really it does
seem strange that it should require 13 days for a letter to go from this point to Jackson. But
we must remember there is no accounting for the irregularities of the mules (mails), or
the vagaries and eccentricities of the females. When our nationality becomes permanently
established, such things may be better regulated, and then I trust there will be no use of
letters between you and me. To Mr. & Mrs. Anderson present my very kindest regards, and
say that I hope they may have many a pleasant ride behind old Buck, and trust it will be
my pleasure to accompany them some day. Although named after a bad man it is no fault
of his, for he is a good horse — has served his master well & would his country also.

About the Tableaux, Ethiopian Minstrels, Christmas trees &c., I have seen full
accounts in the Mississippian. They are all very humane and praise worthy objects. For
the “poor soldier” too much cannot be done to relive him from suffering and want. But
this will apply to very few if any in this Brigade. The actual necessaries of life they have
in abundance — plenty to eat & plenty of clothing, and for the want of Hospital stores
10 complaint has been made. The sick receive every necessary attention, and are made
comfortable. Many have died and more doubtless will. This is unavoidable and a natural
consequence from a soldiers ordinary life. In all armies mote deaths ensue from sickness
than from battles, Such ever has been and ever will be the result of a campaign.

I will be glad to receive Whitty’s account of Christmas and his description of the
Christmas Tree. Such writing will improve him, exercising his ingenuity and practicing
his powers of description. Your proposed Christmas gift — the morning robe — will be
cherished and prized, although not wanting the garment. Perhaps you would consent to
its presentation to another higher in rank.

The press ere this has furnished you full details of the difficulty between England &
the United States. M. Seward has promptly consented to the surrender of Mason and



16
‘BULLETIN OF THE Lounoun County HistoricaL SocieTy

Slidell upon the demand of Great Britain, but that power says that is not all she demands - |

the Ston ; , 4
and deg"e az’«:tig;{etksn‘;’:;i;ﬁ o 4 i;lnt'zvm)’- Hence the Yankee cup of humiliation
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recetved nere thi. :
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" .
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at the start, Hag 1, enh‘stedy ucation or training he could scarcely expect a Colonelcy
might have ranked favorably gt chance at the commencement of hostilities, ere this he
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. €lers to the Uni
2 “hiDping channegs o A8y of filling old whaling shi
. . d whaling ships

d ineffectiye, outside of Chaﬂestsn’ S.g., to i:l OPE
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integrity, I only regret that our soldiers in the field are unable to give him a solid vote.
When you see him, present my regards & best wishes for his success.

Youspeak dear of your moderate fall weather, absence of cold, blooming flowers, spring
like sunshine & showers, vegetables &c., &c. Sorry we cant say the same of our country
here. Everything around us now bears the impress of heavy winter. It is now snowing, and
it the morning we may expect to see natures white carpet clothing all things,

But our soldiers don't seem to regard the cold, or suffer from it. They have nearly
all comfortable log huts for shelters, and they are made very warm and agreeable — and
all within reach of the enemies’ guns made bomb proof. Our earth works — forts and
entrenchments are progressing gradually, and soon with some more longer range pieces we
can bid him defiance, and even commence annoying him. Guns of heavy caliber and long
range we are expecting very soon and when here we can commence our work on them in
8ood earnest. As yet we have never responded to any of their shot or shell, wishing not to
make an exhibition of our weakness. What 1 may happen to write to you concerning our
little army here, is not for the public ear. Such things are strictly forbidden & prohibited
under severe penalties.

Sorry indeed am 1 to hear that Lucy had a return of chills & fever. Do break them up,
dear wife, and continue a tonic during the winter to prevent another return. Use Hostetter
Bitters for one thing, it is a fine Tonic and good for dyspepsia—try it for yourself. Tell our
sweet daughter that I intend writing her a letter before long. I want to send her money
enough to purchase a New Year present in remembrance of her Fathef; but fear to do so
until 1 hear from you whether the money has been recd 1 sent for our little Georgy.

Well, dear wife, 1 have nearly filled this sheet and not written half that I wished. It
seems that I have no art for abbreviating. Lately 1 have written so frequently that my long
letters may annoy you; if so, you will make due allowance for the times & circumstances.

When can you pay me a visit in the event position of affairs will not allow me to return
home? Should the enemy not advance by the middle of this month, an easy and idle time

will remain for both armies during the balance of the winter. Such at least is my notion.
Majors Watts & Hawken send their kindest regards. Remember me warmly to my friends,
Kiss the children and continue to let me hear from you all frequently. May the brightest
smiles of Heaven ever beam around & gladden your pathway t;’lr(')ugh life, is the constant
Prayer of your affectionate and devoted husband R. Griffith
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Hd. Qs Leesburg, Va.
January 16th, 1862

A fow days ,
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wil happen before spring,

them all to learn 1 write letters as a part of
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Well Jeffn. I believe 1 have noticed nearly everything you wrote about; and wish
next time you would fil your letter full  tell me about all ~ your progress, &c. &c. I
wish you to devote most of your time to studying and reading — give much attention to
Mathematics and composition, and always take plenty of active exercise, and ever be obe-
dient to what Mam says, & without grumbling, and then you will be cheerful and happy.
Love your brothers and little sister, and they will return your affection. You are the eldest,
a{td very naturally they will look to you for aid and protection, & your duty will be to
&Wve it whenever required. Much more my son I wished to write you, but have not time at
Present — will try and do so hereafter. Must write to Mam soon as I have not written to
her for nearly a week. You must give Mam & Lucy my love & kiss them for me. Want to
tell you all about the Army & our soldiers, Leesburg, the people and the country, but can-
not do so now, If any words are used i this that you don’t comprehend you must refer to
Your dictionary to understand; and keep it your companion when you read. Write to me
often and T will endeavor to answer promptly. 1 will write to Whit soon and then to Lucy.
Tell the negroes Howde,

Your affectionate father R. Griffith
[If ostscript] The enclosed dollar bill is for you to make a present to any negro of ours you
wish to give it. I have  fust read the life of Gen'l Havelock in India. Get it and read it. Gen'l
Havelock was great & good man — a character worthy of imitation.
We have Plenty of snow and sleigh bells arefingling most merrily in town. Yesterday 1 had
4 pleasant sleigh ride with some ladies & officers who called for me.
Good night my dear son — ever bea good boy.

Head Quarters, Leesburg, Va.
Saturday, Jany. 18th 1862

My dear wjé
? he
Mote than a week has passed, I think, since 1 last wrote you. Since 'then I Izave been t
h,ff’f? recipient of three welljcome missives from you. The first of 2nd inst. Wzlth two ﬁor;;
the litg], boys, the next of 6th by Hal. Mc Gehee, jbllowed by anothef of 7th int. by tmh:m
?f Ourse for these you are thanked much, and 1 hope you may,  find time 10 c’ontmze e
S frequently, When I am tired and annoyed by too many, you will find it out, but )
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st 1ot expec .
ing2 prs. icﬁi ﬂ:?nz% e"’;equ:fe 51" often. McGehee also brought me a bundle contain-
these favors you will accept s Z:;’; neck comforts, and one pair heavy over socks. For
now with comfortable d?th;? a:d thkdgeme’nts, although I am somewhat overstocked
10 ideg Qfg"Ving the Yhnkeesgaa ° "I"Wearmfg &ear. You ay rest assured that 1 have
MOVefiom this point iy ety _’9’ Surplus dot}fmg I'may have. In the event of a rapid
Bt Ldon't apprehend dhr o 0" AnScipate — ll that 1 cant carry willbe

Occur to me that the Yankees yif] mnece:ssﬂJ’ or any such destruction of property. It don’t
Present would go to show s ¢ ove i this direction during the winter. Indications at
They have doubled theiy p; kmhtyfear an attack from us more than we do from ther.
df}ggt’ng rifle pits and erectl:'l; o, the,l,we,r and Canal ~ gre throwing up breastworks,
ot o teceive an attack, g i  fortifications & showing evidently I think a prepara-
ufficient, and armame;zts " wewil p erhaps do as soon as We receive reinforcements
enough 10 mount on oy Jorts and field works ~ soon to be

comP(l:vai Th;'s however must be profound secre
ey love to My .

e ot ks The comforts are quite pretty and good; but
rough (“vuff” have seen i:fh':d wo me. 1t is admired by ol and envied
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Paper. Do you get it regularly? At the same time —
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notice, the result would be different. I join you in the wish that I were present to enjoy the
hog killing times — spare ribs, tenderloin, back bones and nice sausages. Here we get but
litle of those things. Yesterday & today we had them for the first time at our boarding
house. Glad to learn you have succeeded in raising fine celery, & hope to enjoy that with
Jou hereafter,

I would not be in haste, dear, about employing an overseer for this year. Such as you
describe as presenting themselves for employment are not worth having — would not feed
& clothe them for their labor: 1 am inclined to think Pa is right in his opinion about the
cotton and the sooner it can be sold the better, provided you can get about 10 cts. Per Ib,

Jor as soon as the blockade is raised, the price of cotton must go down immediately. Sell if

Jou possibly can at ten cents. I cannot think now, that the blockade will be maintained 3
months longer, as it has proved entirely insufficient, and England knows it well ~ she will
ot suffer it much longer, and her fleets are ready for operation.

The weather here seems at times almost as variable as in our state. For a week past
however the ground has been covered with snow, and sleighing has been all the go with the

Jyoung people of Leesburg, and most richly enjoyed by our soldiers. For several days sleigh

ells were constantly jingling in our ears, and their merry sound ever excites pleasing and

Joyous thoughts — g reminder of youthful times many years ago. Among others 1 had a

delightful sleigh ride with some very pretty young girls, and offcers of the Cavalry Corps,
with Whom it seems I am somewhat of a favorite. Returning they all called at my room,

and cheerfidly participated in a glass of homemade Scuppernong Wine, but 1 had no cake

Jor them. The lndies appeared delighted with the idea of walking under a Confederate  flag

10 the quarters of a Brigadier General. Fortunate indeed am 1 in being treated most

ki"dl)’ by all the ladies I meet, but T am unable always to accept their invitations to par-

ties ; have left our boarding house, and we
and sociable teas, Mrs. Barksdale & her children have left iy . B

all regret i very much — she being such a pleasant and agreeable
05tess & Mrs. B negro girl quarreled — said to be the cause. N
, Some time ago, dear wife, I advised you that I had subscriptions for the “Richmond

Tites sem;.- irer”, '+ — thinking youwould like to read it, an official
i-weekly Inquirer to be sent yo fg; o lat— dhesubsripton

oney was paid, and 15t No. should have reached you about the 10th Dec. You will please

€t e know whether you have received the paper.

. Well dear I have written a longer letter than 1 inten
Wished. We are now busily engaged in re-enlisting our volun

ded, but have not said half that I
teers for the War. The work
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is progressing but slowly, and I much  fear that many will return home at the expiration
of their present enlistment, not to return, Through deaths, discharges and  furloughs our
Army is very gradually melting away. Yet I can but hope better results will follow. Good
by dear wife, and give my love as usual, Tol Whitty Iwill write him again soon. Can Lucy
read any writing? May God in his mercy bless and preserve you all,

Your affect. husband ~ R_ Griffith

Hd. Qrs. 7th Brigade, 15t Corps, Army Potomac

Leesburg, Va. Jan'y 2151, 1862
My darling wife:

My last letter to you had scarcely been mailed, when thuch to my delight, yours of 10th
mnst. was placed in my hands, acknowledging the receipt of the $10.00 for ittle Georgy's
new year's gift. Happy indeed was 1 1, learn that all at home were well once more, and
sincerely do 1 hope you may thus continue — and thar health, happiness and prosperity

™ay constantly attend you until we mees again. But when that may be I am unable 1o say
at present, While the enemy thteatens our front, and there remains a reasonable prospect

o hope for him to advance, [ i ot leave my post except to meet him, For the past week
the weather has been moderate and wer, & the ground in consequence becoming quite
soft. Should siilay weather continue mych, longer, the roads will become impassable for
Attillery ang heavy wag

¢ ‘ on trains, and render active field operations for troops utterly
impracticable, Then 1 ™ay seize upon the auspicious moment and run home, if to remain
there only a few days. After much beseeching I have yielded to the wishes of my Adjt. Gen']

and consented £, recommend him for a Furlough of 30 days. During i ¢
: : i 8 his absence I can'y
think of kmfmg, as much confusion would ensue in the offici; o

Barksdale coulg readily fill b id i i
f my post, but my Aid is not qualifi

™y Adjutant, o underigke the qualifying of another is 1
; , J4st What T dow’s £,1 7:
n}’iwt "% The preparing of one was g Puge task, and requieg severa] m]:cg: o
ani 1o attempt to teach anothet, who isnot 4 Very apt scholgy, S training,

ldbea n,

110100 thuch for one Jears campaign. When Capt. fugg en " o abor

: X pL.Inge’ retypng 1

then be able ¢, leave, which will be most Iﬂ(dy towards the Iatge, g:trz;l ;{?Z:’;g;l; y m;)’
) provid-

L Cap, William M. Inge (later Promoted to major)

W2 Griffith's assistane adjutant general.

ed 10 Step into the gpes of
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ihg the opposing armies continue as they now are. Shoulfi Inot get the prz’w'{eg ofa shm:
leave, you will be informed of it, and then I shall certainly insist upon a”vzsttth fr;)rm lfg;e;
Ere this I should have persuaded you to visit Leesburg, but 1 knew full weedqf 4 ; c},‘;l s
and difficulties attending such a trip at this season of the year - encumdier : u;;’ il
and baggage, over broken & interrupted rail roads. It would be hazardous z'nh eto rmde;
unless accompanied by some one that could attend to all your wants ;Ize wis e: e
Jou comfortable, Such trips had better be postponed to a more favora seaso u.r,’ 9
rest assured I will come home on a visit if I can possibly leave my post in security.
however 1 intend keeping to myself.

As yet, dear wife, those wished for reinforcements have not b;enﬁ""t’ﬁ’fw;’;zl_’
Jear they will be looked  for in vain. Gen'l Beauregard cannot spare them w i
ing his lines. He has sent us some ordnance which is of mater il imp a;ltan;c;gmby and
the promise of some more. But we need an increase of infantry, “ weama:” to supply the
Artillery. Our ranks are being gradually thinned, and no 1 “":::”i ten;zg of enlistment
Vacancies. Spring may find our troops going home—their ir et o abandoned
having expired ~ and without re-enlistment or new troops, the fi ivainia allis gone and
to the enemy, and Virginia will be lost to us, and with the loss #Yﬂg:gd, but 1 look for a
e rebelion crushed.” The prospect to meust row seets glofmp’ . d salvation. They
bright ang cheerful dawn. The women of our country willbe 1t5' hofj o and heartless foe
UL 10t permit the men to remain at home while we have aZlml::;d;e? man who refuses
01 0ur bordeys Let them point the finger of scorn ’at o ’ de he is a base recreant who
o fails 1, meet his coun try’s call. Duty demands his service an

eclines 1 respond favorabl ° ; ith
D h better satisfied wit
, Gla,d 0 learn Dr: Buck has returned home, for I Shaugfllg’?:fd@aragment to the

S medicq] attendance in our family; at same time et ernor has recalled the 6o day
%t Dogtops of Jackson. By the papers I see that our Gov

, Guard again

.. ed into 4 Home GUa
%’t’f‘: OF Supernumeraries, I suppose they wr'[l:; m?u, heroic and patriotic womneh
~Jlling g Place that could be much better occupied by ar worn soldier with their

e Support of the atmy — God bles them ~ following t’;’zzrv;nghzm in his manly duy.

“ears, theiy blessings, and their prayers — encouragig and; My heart isin it

e e, dear wif, for writing so much on these matte h ceded, It seems to me that

T thank you for re-fitting the orchard — it was mufi : ias, and shorten in the 00

o *S‘ﬁdmtb’ intelligent to cut out the dead limbs an twé}ié circumstances = With
Much, eXtende ] branchas‘.gPerhaps he is the best chance under
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Jim Brown ot Jim Gardener to assist Mr. Allen may have returned by this time, and may
be profitably employed again at home, But I would much rather see him in the ranks as 1
soldier. By the way, in riding along the brigade line I saw My, Tripp — he has not called to

see me. 1 also saw Mr. Pat. O'Conpey’ — my old gardener — in the ranks, and many others
Tmight name whom you have knoy — old

of Thomas K. Green? He isin the ranks here and has

would telieve him, 1 it s the ope 1 think, 1 don't ike the stock, Such applications are very

THAErous, pressing, and very annoying often. The old liney baby coat was understood by
me at first sight, & my rematk was simply intended to Plague you. 1t has been very useful.
Itis to be regretted that I did pos write '

Doherty. The amount of the bill seems very lar,

= the valiant Home Guard ‘vl‘fl
. hemselves useful, and no doybe would, Yankee

PHTeats amount to but Jigly For the last three mongh O mote, they have been threatening
fomac, but they have scarcely moved | from their entrench-
25th, and aftey g, ETE 10 1IOVE forward o the 15t} inst,, byt postponed it to the
~ are "ﬁfd 9 Lpresume t be prolonged “ndefinitel. We wih they would come
Prepar 0 give them g ygpy, feception. Your Arrangements for supply of meat

and eets my full approbation, Pay Pa the full
Molagses nd“ exceedingly generous, The meat you have, and

will amply feed the negroes, And then

fe, 10 know thay 1 am loved and thoyghy by my
urself. In this am favored gy, as in othey rdga}:ioqni of life.
s . 1o him again soon, as well
OT0W o1 s o ; rite somey g, whether she can readit"”'
et ind i o Yy h; ;Ll look ﬁn;v another from YOU-1 have written smych in this

> Consider as blank and save yourself
O Conne, served jn
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the trouble, as 1 dp  frequently with these in which 1 feel 1o z'nteres:t from S‘eemfhiz:&am:
subscribed, I am indebted to a Mr.J. D, Weil  for sending me t’fe M’SM’PIZM ved a fz,?n
meet him, return him my thanks. It’ late at night and smowing '8;0“’1’1 cz;;e Havf ot
Remember me kindly to all, and kiss the babies. My md’f“’}’ﬁfe';’;}' ' ﬁ};’mharm and
it half that T wanted o say. May God bless you all and shield you

Anger is the fervent prayer of

Your affectionate husband R. Griffith.
[ POStscript]

ive it — h has alr
xeendoseddolla o any negrs youray seproperoghe Kis ﬁsc;ufﬁen for f:;dy
Teceived one. I wifl sond Whitty one to give away, and also Lucy.

Hd. Qs 7th Brigade, 15t Corps, A. of P
Leeshurg, Va. Jan'y 26th, 1862
Sunday night 10 o'clock
M)’ dear w#é:

. ing a visit to Gen'l [Thomas
Hurriedly this will be written as tomorrow I intend paying a vis

’ H "ng;
. . o'clock in the morni
J( Stonewail”)] Jackson at Winchester, and wish to staf; Z:O miles, On the 21st inst.
Yith a viey o returning tomorrow night - dt'staanﬁ O”I;e 169 th inst,, and that was dated
Wrote 0 you, but have recetved nothing from you sincet

; Itis
mething wrong.
"he toth This is unusual for you and it is to be feared there may be so

0 , ity of the mails. For
7 be h"PEd however that the delay is caused simply by the irregularity of

The reason is
, Jetrers o papers.
o ays past we have received no mail here, and hence no bsence from home; of 1y

" ’ ‘ ﬂ'n mya , ’, r
o Known here, is the first instance, I believe, during 1y d to. Hope ft won't occu

to respon
:g M8 19 You withous having one of yours before me t0 resp
Ay,

i« point worthy of naming,
t thts oint W ”

nd Well deqy since my last nothing has taken place @ I{n in “status quo’. Troops

We

we rema +1e dvawin
YE 10 news to communicate — except thayfish ed at my own wetglllt; dn are{
:;;ge"f”a’b' healthy, and 1 am growing fat — asto on account of my evening app

po

imental is time, and
unds, , ould be detrimenta 44 than at this time,
d g burder;t—oﬁ‘”:;h;rtt;: ng;.‘;ever have 1 enjoyed bet:;)’;lzl This morning atten
smcereb/ 0P you may be able to say the same of hom
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the Episcopal Church and heard an excellent sermon from Mr. [W. W.] Williams
thep astor ~ text Joshua C. 24. V.15 in part, We admire him much because he talks
w by -l savery devergenﬂanan = amost true and loyal citizen as well as patriotic,
and ways addresses his discourses chiefly to our young soldiers, in whose welfare he
;m:kr;;uh;ﬂy mterest:hd. There is no Baptist Church here — the Presbyterian is
Y dry one in the preaching line, ,
Hosal which ey iy tel:zder dt'ng ine, and the Methodist South we use for @
The reverses to our Apm .
: v Army, at Mill River in Tennessee under Gen'ls [George
2#1?;%" &: [F?hx] ,Z"”"“?ﬁ“)’ou have heard. It was a sad blow, and I am
untfor it. Disasters may teach us lessons that may prove profitable, and

?‘Zewhdes:t;tugg},le ey lfamed before this without encountering such misfortunes.
Jear imprudent anlfialz:htsé” tch 10 be lamented ~ g braye and gallant man, but 1
stispended from the ol « Criftenden was g notorious drunkard — had been twice
& condition to lead gng mfor drunkenness, and the probability is he was not in
besides the morg] effect aforce pr operl. Many such repulses we cannot qﬁ‘ord;

on oy ! 1 ]
" £100ps might be disastrous in the extreme,

o I;mt ;:uind. But with our good horses we
e with warm clothiy t suffer
' awken, 4 g, we caniot s
ey fly e al g g 4 90 courirs, wll accompany
0Xitmo, -Major Hawken Iooks for his wife here about the
For the past two da
! D5 we have been oy, the g]
rance accorg; " e dlert for the Yankees, but they have not
";l"ii‘efh‘ng, a1 fear to logye mge ;ot their own promis, They evidendly a?:atemplafe
nce, Heng ;5 Z:"} "1 willnot hink of asking a furlough
o O 1y e 15 9 Marc, Yo, Y ook for i 0 come
meKindlyt ol g o . Kis e chﬂdre:jfoi’;;,m very great haste, dear

Hs. 3 eiy
Pl Your Wectionate byl Father, and remember

d R, Gr!'ﬂi’th

LETTERS OF BRiGADIER GENERAL RIcHARD GRIFFITH 27

Head Qtrs. Leeshurg Va.
Febr'y 3rd, 1862
My dear wife:

On the eve of my trip to Winchestet, one week ago, 1 wrote you 4 hurried letter
Starting early the jbllowing morning we reached Winchester by 2 PM Paidmy resflecfs fo
Gen'l Jackson and spent some time with him very agreeably. He is a complete gentiematl
noble soldier, and an accomplished officer: Leaving there at s PM. we returned W"’Z;S at
™y Hd. Qs after midnight the same day; thus riding nearI?' 80 miles in ab;:ut 20 ﬂtg’f
= 4 feat not accomplished here before except once by a coutier, Wlh‘? was 24 ";‘e’; Zdoah
ing the same, W crossed the Blue Ridge covered with snow and ice also the sch na o
and a part of the beautiful valley of Virginia. All were tired and sore upon tea Ztog wa.:
and some came neay giving out, and wanted to stay over niglhf by the way. My ‘:;ih r
"0t fatigued, and the next day 1 et as freh as before starting. Not 0 however W €
the others, who complained for several days; and 1 fear they wil not be very are
a“"’”l’“")’ e on another such trip again soon.

Your affectionate letter of the 19th ulto, greeted me upon iy TEUTY. -
had orie fr Oﬁ Cephas, and ygir kind favor of the 24th ulto.;for all chh Itgzt:;; (:”r{ “;‘Zy
941t thanks. To Cephas 1 responded day before yesterday and was glad of

or dor’ng 50. How much I would like to see him, but greatly  fear 1 will not have the chance

\ an todo 0,
080 home before the term of his Furlough expires. HOWEVEr Twill make an ffrt

na trust the fates may favor my application with success. . _—
You say that Bro. The. and Sister Annie have returned. Give them 11y

' s uch; a”d
5 L ish to see her very ™
t:jl? L hope she will remain until I return home, as 1 ¥ to hear that she seems

take pleasure in paying her attention about Jackson. S0y %0 %L O plewitt
] 1ying her atten t Jad ! et with Major
* o deected, What can be the cause? When in Richmond 1 mily that may be

o Columpyg and from him heard a bit of gossip i refeenct 20 :er faabk thoughts and

unp,lm““”t o sister Annie, if true, and may be the cause of ”r‘f:iTWas this, that her

_ieel S, even to sadness, Perhaps you have heard it from ;th‘fri:: - ‘;gainst the wishes
ther had married a woman — perhaps Yankee school " he harghg him wit

s ; arat ,
imﬁtmﬂy‘ After living together but a short timé, ,h%fseg‘ ¢ truth of thisT know nothing
POtency and instisuted a suit in court for alimony.

Osit;
b Hively Major Blewitt is my authot.

return; since which I have
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Dr. Croft has returned, but the little box to which you referred has not come to hand
~ perhaps not sent by him, as through him I received a bottle of nice ‘cocksails” sent me
Jfrom Jackson by M. Henry Miller, the Bowman House Bar Keeper:

It is surprising to me that Pa should be so  frequently and so continuously sick. Surely
there is danger of his disease becoming chronic and incurable. He should use every exer-

tion for the restoration of his health, and Spare no pains or money. It occurs to me that

tfl'ave'ling might prove beneficial. Health, to him s well as to his family, is a matter of the
Sfirstimportance, Maybe he permits business affairs to annoy his mind, together with these

leave b im. Let him throw all such cares aside and
eave home an’d tra}zel about the country. His sons should gt once take all care from him
¥ nn'md 10 his business and interests, and relieve him  from all care, trouble and anxiety

Tellmy d“"h'”g’ lttle Lucy not to be too anseioys about my coming home — that Father
wi some time—ere |

but I desire that it shoyly not ong pethaps. When 1 apply for a permit you will be advised,

, be known to others. This gy :
e b",”g to Col. Davis,' but am unwillingto trors is privilege I could get at any time by

uble hitm; and 1 can't think of leaving while
;’:;’eas’;‘:l:gff::;pect q{r th'e enetny attacking our lines, The roads are now be{omingiﬂf” by
Withott cithey 0 irains of wagons ot artillery, and they will not advance at this time

" Beauregard has left us, and 1 repron 7
" , egret it much. The change esult to our
vai::ie. Gentl [oseph ) Johnston is equally able and competent,gg'fm);:’; superior.
. smomingby daylight snovy comtmenced falling and has continued il now 11 BM.

9t o1 a soft and muddy bed; and the sleighing is
and our hauling in wagons
his wife here tomorrow, but
number of the officers have
et withou Couiy g, 212" e Mo [iham] Harriop s st
t] Featherston [17th Miss. Inf ]
th returned without theiy wives

0 our dear Ma - 59 dear to you
8y for ";;3; and tell the boys they must write me

nother Jetter from Jefferson. The enclosed
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Confederate doflar is for some one of our Confederate negroes. May God ever protect and
bless you all s the daily prayer of

Your affectionate hushand  R. Griffith.

Hd. Qrs,, 7th Brig,, sth Div, 15t Corps, A. of P
Leesburg Va. Feb'y. 12th, 1862
My degy Wie:

; ed
Week a%0 today your letter of 27t ult. came to hand: since then I have not penti

' e ell as from
0 8 ine, and myst admis my negligence, and liability to cemureﬁom)z:f c:dd neft:hef

: f,
myself. Howeyey during this interval we were four days without a mat,

7
oo recive communications or news, except by courier. Some days a‘tglo i;vzctz :; t é
Year litdle Lucy a very simple letter, but presume it failed to start prot;};r by et
;"ferrupt,bm in the mails. Two days ago the old mails all came 0 hanr;ble’ge i e
wiZfWS every body here, and to me two more of your very %)c,eg& T for
Yoy hone enclosed from Cephas at Pensacola-— one each from Ji

Uua rw"th on "58”
Ment Wemy tenewed, heartfelt thanks, One of yours was dated 13 aﬁcht postage. 1 did

, wi

Mot o back of the envelope as follows;“This letter was depfa ¢, and discovered one

add"Otzce it myself, unti] looking over the letters retained o rpe gﬁ:ﬂot,wi Yours truly
1sed o Gep, Griffith. I regret its delay — would have sen‘fl’;c"c’;u”ﬁ formy complaint

XD ” ’ H f¢ ,

of ot . Hence you seethe cause of delay in his e ve your indebtedness of

fe

., 1 also perced e
ECeiving one that 1 thought to be due. You will alo p ¢ t0 blame in this mat

e , ; is no
for. S 10 Mgjop Dickson, for postage due on said Jetter. He expense You lat
rly date

e, ) on t H
One he “ontrary I owe him thanks for ﬁ)rwardmg

Feby. ceived i of 30th wltimo, and in the morning 191
. od most unceremonionsly
Thursdys, .. ,  oint 1 was interrupt e wis

by "epo D night 13th inst. At this point I e

on ou ,
s 70 the picket ofice hat a signal light had been Se27 e were consideravy
SWe d p ,ﬁ; g d ,

aroutt
o e rOCketfmm the other side Jthe potomac:Aﬂ However 10 qu“t at
| Somgg, L could e o cause for alarm or uneasies: dlert and ready 10 10%
o "’Oc::zuﬁers %0 each of the Regiments with orders 1 Z on : gfw )
E1ES otice, T . o 10
® Capgy,., 0tice. This occupied some time; and 11

in ont 0]
Ty COmpany with a band of music on horseback, paraded i :

it at his own
all xpect one of 1 4
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preparedfor a complimentary serenade, After discoursing sweet music untz"luli SuI:I:Z-‘;ezz
were tired, loudly they called for me, and of course my appearance was Zt ehie st
After teturning them simply thanks for the honor and comgl:metft, they ¢ e
heartily, wheeled and disappeared, much to my comfort and satisfaction. Their app'th i
under the clear bright moonbeams was really beautiful ~ all in full uniform, wi e
gittering lances in rest, and Sleaming sabers — and lizdle confederate flags fluttering

night breeze. Well dear ofter all this at 10'clock I retired 1o my pleasant cot & slept soun dy

iver and
till early morn. This day passed quietly with us, In the  forenoon I ro:lie fo thehﬂ;’;’;’kees
visited out picket posts & stations, Found all vigilant and quiet on our side, but the Ya

., : tri-
were exultant and  jubilant — firing guns and rejoicing — I suppose over their recent

, not
umphs and our disasters and reverses. This was to have been expected, and the"gto"ebeeﬂ
surprising. Late intelligence is ot calculated to flatter our vanity — our losses have

’ ’, ’ ut
serious. Though not discouraging by ary means, neither are they gratifying. Still 1 can b

hope that beneficial results wil] follow. If these successes of the enemy do not arouse and
stimulate our people to reneyeg ¢

ertions and determination to beat back this z’nst;ircf;t
Joe,then indeed all is los. 1 am proud to say it is having a happy effect on the troops r"
Yesterday one company of the 17th Regiment was mustered in, another today, and tomo

ow there will be another ~ o] for the war, furlough or no furlough. God grant this spirit
™ay spread as a contagion through all oyr troops!

My dear wife, there s so mycl

Iwish to write
contmence or leave off. and in co

you about that 1 scarcely know where 10
nsequence will clo

st thisletter in short meters, Was invited
vening and compelled o gttend much

urs of 13th ult. you speak of my
-&c. The watch affairis g right — the gown has not come

r letter of 2y T, I , ks has
C50MeE 10 tegain her son who‘f € 'ady near the Point of Roc

i 10w a prisoner with the enemy, and T was
fo censure her for holding COmmunicatip, #

n with the enemy without authority

i er
. his im
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, ith me. I am unwillin%
~ hence I suppose her feelings are not as kind as they ’;“k‘;‘: al:eZe ”":W be'Some company
to take Jefferson from you without your free wnseni.l lasnturpri s abnys h s
10 you, and of course“some protection’. An unexpected p adingy o.My espets o hfm'
agreeable, & of course ' your Unicle Ben's must 'have been e;ce e o ity 1 hink
I tegard 1o our cotton 1 have only to say dispose gf W t have to be destrayed to prevent
advisable, My impression is the sooner the better, aséZtnghm'}’ thing wehave rather than

Salling tnto fhe hands of the Lincolnistes. Burn amf "’)t’hem Never, never shall atfght a‘{
One iota should be of service to our foes or be SCIZKd'b’ ation — would 5ooner'5acr§ﬁ£e
"t prove g benefit to them with my consent & ‘!Z(f"e”; and firm determination  forever.
Lever have hag o ever expect to have, Such is my féx

caspiring letter of the 30th ultimo.
And noy dear wife to your most ag”mb,k and msf;:::f Ifs;t”htén e girttt:;
would that such patriotic sentiments could animate ou;'"d dismay among qurﬁ"-‘r ces 15’
I'ngand uphmw’ng qf our People suchasto strike feﬂ" or Sfbr want qf addi’tli(malfo ;wme,
Mplacable g relentless as they appear. My uneasines ain supinely and mert;; 1fed,
eing iSsipated, | canot think our people will now re;:lwm elsewhere. Prowd toallto
hen magtes of such vast importance demand, thet:; our opiions i referenie  friends
"¥ife, of You for the expressions your have'gw‘:;d yur remark to méry Qf"?:nw and
Pescue, & you must excuse for having uc)l:(; atiments, bt want of time 8
among the troops. 1 could ﬁll a sheet in response 10 s
SPace o -

, hing.
ring & 1efres
) they are chet.
) fh m)’ own,
"o1d it now, 5o well do they accord w't to war. efve
e ins for the women to drive the unwilling men t, and you st el h;f ﬂ;;"e;uite
Ly’ Lot through her mam) was very Pkm’;k; jsa serows 1% akiso :ﬂ exce
" I‘{‘Ter S an answer to hers, Writing to such' lﬂﬂeﬁrable moment, HE 15
{l%’”& o Jefferson 1 will respond at the Cﬂﬂ'wﬁ composition o oot
ent ], iy it all his oWt T " il ismy
e and very grotifying to me. Was it i of much praise. G disentirey o o1
L manfes, and deserving 0 My commat
n ran]( an COmm an, dS the C OIZfedefate fbrc&‘ atw U g'

Corne g the

 odale) OPPO
farm (5P Loudoun
2 idow who owned amembefs of the f
siteeﬁe.ference is to Mrs. Sarah Dawson, a r ur and ORer B me ith both
Cayg1 2t of Rocks, In August 1861 her so

. e with -
At this point .  negotis® wri
Furnace. 5. Dawso! i
. Were Captured at Potomac Mrs.
P‘!s0ner

. .« referring 0 2 Point
ed, forcing iffich s refermioB
Co e’“hange had not been fofmahzed’on’s release. Gnﬁnion comm2? Sdﬁpbook’
“Brenefed"'ate and Federal authorities for her s the
m

W. Geary, . John

of Roep . that she obtained from COLfi:ho::e of b et for a0
) s to Chang DaWSOn

zatxona] Ard?icves). Szel:fc:uéfiﬁidrs letter of J an!

M's‘ DaWson.
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Mississippians only in this county. Our operations are entirely harmonious and concor-
dant, whilst I am subject to his orders. To me my position is a very agreeable one.

The hour is late, my loving wife, and T must cease writing. Tomorrow I will expect

another letter from you- sorry I can't return the favor as frequently. You will excuse great
haste. Resmember me most

Yyourself dear wife & may God bless you all. Your affectionate hushand,
R. Griffith,

Head Qgs,, Leesburg, va.

February 21st, 1862
My Dear Wife:

Sc’arcely do 1 know what to write op where to commence ~ events follow each other
50 rap{dl); and with such  fearful results, in these stirring and troublesome times. The 44y
owing my last to you ~ one week 4

AR 80 = L received yours of the 2nd inst,, with little
Whitfields leter of the 315 ultimo. Since then e weyre /

' d exertions providing it does
’ r ,
oW estimation, and exqly him above his condition. Ifany

be put in sweet potatoes.
b Of Wis

kindly to all, and daily kiss the babes for me. Take great care of

b 10 leave your home ignore all
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: Id worn out
trouble about this year s crops, for it might be usdfes's to raise, aﬂi:h:’:’t itr’;ec‘;tton crop of
oil could have some rest Perhaps it might be politic to destroy 6 would be brought
e South. mea L ear - and then probably England . France o ovrylntof
“ensibly to view the condition of affairs. For now I would truly 'Q‘Zi;e worldandreliere
“0tton on hand consumed by the torch. Such a bonfire would Wo?,tigk the better. Then will
Our country, To this necessity we may be driven — the sooner It ;d 1 be fred fom the
Yankeedom and Foreign Nations learn that we have determin

X 0 in the cause
shackles of Northern despotism, and a people resolved can sactifice property

of fustice angd liberty,

) dnight. Thus daily
Here [ ygg interrupted again by company remaming late cyr‘:;r 121:1}:10 isha and one
“out one half my time is absorbed in listening to and anzwz" dff e ise
Hetions - off times very trying to the patience, but has t,o e interval of a week in the
My temarks, dear wi, in regard to there being sometimes % ‘

, to intimate
" ! {ﬂst 0“) Of
“<eption of your letters hiere were not intended as a complaint age )

arly written two
z % Y0u failed to write for that length of time;for I kn;wykiu%ef;% of their ffig'd:c;
a:r:'};r‘;e fo my one, for which you have my thousand thanks. o dmond o
al {s

' ; in the mails betw oo
his Owing to the interruption so ﬁequ?;;:;;anmﬁ Juncton t;_,’»o ,,’:z ;; :‘;l ;Zr
"~ the cars offen ailing to connect @ at

i must o
P s wfk s fvoraly of Cepes o Ly i
Pe(r,;e hlmself a manly man. In due time we may exl":; bis Captain & Colonel, s

°05 his ran may be advanced a grade. A letter from 1S

Com \ , vice to hit.
Gency, efficiency, drill & might prove of ser osition that  ;

t S, H a be CO’ 1861 f J 1 !
em ) de 'd Y may tIca ﬁx”

inly at pr esent , ’ ances I
Peri artives 1 may not be able to & home. Certaml)’ Un%” existmg"""'”‘t
dre:;d " it will be judicious for me to ask for ﬁ"’l‘;‘g}‘ ish0 .
Moy },to “ave my command  for a single day. How ™ yxiety yOuT comp“:)'so reson
Feay . i some respects it might erease ) % the trip would urage )
‘08?&)’ 0 my comfort, satisfaction and happingss. But eﬂr to invite and enco ,
to c"bort'ous, ) ﬁlﬁgt:ing and annoying to you that Ife;;r ol and WgﬂanMaﬂ)’ i
k”ogvme' . nle‘“}'ou could be under the charge qf some e the joume)’;” 1 thei ime

'Cﬂr':{rlend I would hesitate to recommend )""; t:" and “Pparentl)' p

"y ol Ve their wives and families here at LS W

Y. Come f you can.
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You speak of the unpleasant weather and bad roads in Mississippi, I don't suppose,

.

dear, it s all comparable with what we have here in Virginia, Since the 15t of January I

the pike, the roads are utterly impassable for anythi
and Artillery. For instance the other day i taking

Enclosed, dear wif, Jou will find a 48 on Citizens Bank, N.O. No. 982, dated F,Cb'
33,1862 for Four hundreg Dollars, which T haye endorsed payable to your order. For this1

8876840200 and perhaps yoy may be able to dipose of itfor same amount. You will make
Stlcch drkposition'qf the dft. as yoy may prefer. If you have no yse for the money you can

19,501 05 & yich s sentiment, and handed down  from sire
o T Teritage. As you 0 they may drive us from “one end the Confederacy
to the other, by be conquered neve;;ﬁq 4 from “one en, of nfede
Dear wﬁéf I'would

Write you mych ot this sybiect but time is not allowed me, and
“Your bengfit 1S unnecessy, . 7,

{e not
, We meet we can conyese and fully. It is no
Ways best to write o, much, as somet, frely an 2

itmes letters gre intercepted o fost, and 1 know you

: fs. Here we gpe &etting along now very happily.
"8 o teet expectations . officers and men hize been fuﬂo“ghed

usC:nczl;nt of ;hlis, dear wife, I 1ol YOULscarcely knew what to write,

fmmyo:;atri id U 8 fine good night, with the prospect of receiving

er the kindly ¢ aeumorm',lg' Asusual ] payst ask you to kiss our darlings fot
V1o all my  friends, Particulaly ¢, Stewart, Brown and Kid.
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; t Heaven may smile
Hoping that we soon meet together in love and qﬂ'eftzor:, t;:z Ijﬁzd
"o and bless us all is the earnest prayer of your affectionate

R.Griffith.

Hd. Qtrs. 7th Brigade, 2nd Division—In the field

Near Culpepper Va. Mrch. 14th 1862
My degy Wife:

, ¢ ryou a fow lines, & send-
. Once mop, the Opportunity is given me of hast iy xrf'b bﬁ:‘g:z i;;f:’e morning and
oM safehy My Dickson &, Mr. Weill are here expecting reached this place after 8
M Hawken g1 return with them. Yesterday ‘fﬁer',wonhw;&q yoad and longest 1owe.
wcart'some and ﬁltt;guin g m arch ?f sevent days - SelBCﬂng f’e o qfthe enen, mﬂ)ﬂ'ng
%evac fed Leeshurg o Friday morning the 7th st fullin v nd Baggage and leaving
i g our Arm gstores Cannon, Ammnitior, Wagons at occupy for 8 day ‘,ﬁ”
noﬂ,,'ng but oy g4y # ﬁ;rts’ for the enemy, which they feared t?n the face of three HmEs
Our de. Brtyre, We ”1: 315 & ot Succes jul retrogmdf movemen vand ﬂaﬂkf —we Ioslmeg
W they dared not attack us, while hovering on iu';,e:omac Army Nocredit &
ol ety This is mote than can be said of the rest of ethemf'—‘”'l’l’i“mp ‘ ins
the;"rn;d Dmeg Genl. Hill was in command, but 1 may s/ b heay P2
2

' ’
st aith was a tiresome e ei
0 ) oy, f "tfu”)’. Our march though y :

breaking down 16 o
b hoer Turnpike roads, listering the feet of the men, and conduct on the man
$)

! manneof qf : ua it
d elier. - Ouy troops merit praise for the m;;’ZZII o ime ,ﬁ‘ ish y0 fi
esr; 74 the admiration of all on the route.

‘., ! orsecﬂom' :
Ptlon of our da ﬂ}’ Pro gress thfough altematﬂ tl Ifh and,f; Jetter J Iﬂh F eb’y';:;g
" xcllj Ore Legy 8 Leesburg, dear wife, 1 received your ki 4 1 could not

1

’ n' a”
1 Dld(sa 4 un
Ve hegrd nothing from Jyou unt #l 1 met M began crossifB int;tL (C“;j;’}”s
' e : :
gg'jebmar}' 26 Federal forces under Col. John ?ans}e’?zm 2 Inﬁﬂﬂgﬁ! G e
eral for . e i
% ty at Harpers Ferry. In addition to his 28thb ctalion of 1st M
e 20 injog s Light Artillery and 2 b2
o 2ter o010 Kanp's Light Astile headquarters i
don’lin Colone| Geary established his county. te force 12
sk, 20ty Uﬂionist northern section of the 1 the Confede“:i the county seae months 0
larter S took Place between the Federalsn::lem troops ?nt:ltlehad Jabored thre
s o T b
m 1 . e fortificatio:
Plete Were neye, used,

€y
OVe!
at L the next SEVEr
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; : d1am
anything from you, as our mafls were necessarily suspended for the time being, an .
un);;)le ifsray vg;zen they will be resumed ~ certainly not lfqbre the army has t’?lkZ:Iug m
new line of defense, and established g new base of operations. Where these wi et day
ot authorized to say at present, We il probably move from here tomorrow or 1. e
and you may expect to heay from e again shortly. During the march my engag e
me o chances of writing, and now I have bus little, as Genl, Hill is too un

remain in the field, and T am charged with the sole command,
My dear wife you wi] ardon my brevi /just now,
I shall)c’onﬂden%c;ylook ﬁr%:tters ﬁ"opr;z youtgy the nex;
wish to see you! but this Pleasure is denied me. When

and expect more from me ere long-
t mail we receive. Oh how e )
that fondly anticipated joy is t0 f
me, dear, to our lovely children, an

)  bring us together again in peace &
Pagpies s he el prayer o our g ..

Near Rapidan station, va.
Hd. Qs. 7th Brigade—Division, A. of P

Inthe Field, Mch. 215t,1862
My dear wife;

. he
of official engagements, aﬂ‘? y
sng— i el szmand,serenadz'ngme with beautifil and enh‘"’;;
LS i the tain, Well such ;o life - ; ith pleasures.
253 i T s e gy e = HardSipsblenged i pleas
Lleft Leeshy,

B again with some of your dear letters — the first since
MOTE than two weeks ago. This w
e regularly writey, But the

- We reached th camping ground yesterda , after 8
ing march through ra Pss )' ;

inand myd — pitching our tents in

o than kP‘}ftl have beey compelled to take command qf a
i 918ained for whey | entered the service, not deemi'”g
Qualified for mop, than the command of My regiment, This division
CMporary, as Gen, Hill is nearly wel] again, and I trust will

37
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, — o Brigade being as muich
be able £, take the  field once more in afew days and r'd;fiv:h%ﬂy? ﬁ)ri;oo. ooasl mufh
Lam willing to undertake. Glad 1o hear you recet before 1sent you that T wer;’

red it would miscarry and  fail to reach you. Some ﬂ':‘; A @(t for $103.00 for my creat.
ten o ™y 80od friend Stewart a long letter and enclosed 4

¢
. brua .Thm{rqftwaso?
That he shoyld have received before you got mine of the 215t Feoruary

OUr own house o the Merchants Bank New O Ie?m.gperly paid by the bank.
i again &, explain, so that the check may not be imp  iaton vt i
Lam now pleased, deay wife that [you] did wt?fcz’rz he Potomas 1 had u’rco i
v 2T ina subsequent lete, anticipating our 'Wff % questionable whether o ¢onat

Ul 10t to come beyond Charlottesville: but now 1 I cqannot advise you to com
e through at all. Happy as T would be to meet you

still
However 1

. ted ere long.

Eresent, gng much fear that all intercourse may be interrup

uch and
hﬂpefw the b and am not at all discouraged by our late dis hed ere 0
hardﬁ ting a:g

country s
has to be done, and a great deal of the b gl b::;igfd‘::;tsho“lfl be ha:’ o
2 is achieved, As 1o the final result of thi w:; sid in s accomph et

"y sous etn mind although our children may have

nd you may
- this struggle, and )

' 1 cheers me in this throw aside her
Your Datriotic spirit, dear w#e, animates an ust

rest aSs )

Ma she mis hearty

Ured that my command will do its Whol'e du‘);;:;ﬁ' This isno time 'fnr b?;?’Vino’y

o g sadness and urge her sons on to thefi eldof o should be Mh"%:d heritage I
- € lagging behind <;gj)ur all s entisted and our m; tt ace = o1 umm;tave

V deaty oy mg live to. my loss — never 1y ”grprmn Cephs | Jeasantly

ll:'tp o eave ";,;?z;’goB’Zf :;:ugi’qf this for the ettty vry unp

€5y :

Ié ev’
. tomeheis
st'tllated N4y while o the march. From his reports f his countt )4t

3

)

[ ice o
R ’ ‘. , in the 5ef V
hiy, el " he writes with manly spirit

ined
(754 0 ! deteﬂn‘n
o his disagreeable position. od don't think it ’5};‘0,? the past tW0
> oy "8 We may remain here 1 cannot now B ";I b line of defens hat 1 have 10
wetato Whethey the I)K’apidan and Rappahammo ck rier in o hows

e a p

I ., L, rrow wit g

hag enga“"e ¢en living in a tent, but tomo

a' .
C- . r 30
You may address me tillﬁtrther advised Ont o

Ina -
1 . to whom Write h
oy, A’;’S tI “nd by my A.A. Genl, Major Inge t hast

’ & grea
By, Yog mur" ™ay come after while. Excuse ?;:zel;;%i”e 'y
4 ccasionally.
me'@ Prot P expect t hear from me o

it
€t and bring us together. ushand R- arif

Your Qﬁec.h
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Head Quarters 7th Brigade
Near Rapid Ann Va.
April 2nd 1862

My dear Wife:

A : to be mailed
fem aays ago T wrote you a letter by my Adjt. Genl, Major Inge, .
to yo‘:;oour:: z:no:;)tlh, 1%4155 St'nce{hen 10 favorable chance has been offered of sending yo

j ’ ischarged on certificate
her until the present by My, R E. Dickey , returning home dtsc' g ”
Zj"u:ltisabz’?i’t;: Ourf;zails forbthe past few weeks have been extremely irregular and wholly

’ ) ’ avofs
uncertain, and cannot be relje] upon. During this interval three of your precious fi

; &
have blessed e, namely of the 3rd, 11th and 17th March, received on the 22nd, 2314,
29th March espectively, the first named coveriy

8 an excellent one from my dear 5011}‘2?21’-
You can scatcely imagine, dogy wife, how refreshing these things are to one coopefi “P{' o
morning ill night, annoyed with the detail of alarge command, But T will not distur 3’ o
with any troubles of minie, for doubiless Jyou [have] plenty of your own at home —d ot
the cares surrounding you. Glad to learn that Mr. Allen has enlisted  for the war, ot ot
Jou have employed an ol man in his stead — ope 1 hope that is too old  for military serv
and necessarily exempt, for I would o

willingly have one capable of bearing arms. Our

of every man or boy capable of handling guns, and he who
or declines o step forward to enlict shoul

d be regarded as an enemy to the south,
and a friend to ¢h, North,

Wel, as often the case, Just here I apy interrupted by
course 1 must suspend Writing,

Wednesday mMorning, 3 April. Degy wife, rising very early this morming to finish this
before the departure of Mr. D s formed by Courier with orders that

sotfle good company, and of
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I3 4 he
Jor 1 . Hill this morning,
our leaving rapidly approaching. With regret I part with Gen

. ’ d

, Idier, a Christian an

"emaining. Of this my troops are glad — I am not, for he is a true s0

4 patriot, ’ destlove 10 our
Good by my Ioving wife — let me hear from Jou often. 3;:;:3’@,11 try and write

il o st for e, Remenber me kmdl); . "091'4 all is the continued prayer

You s again ~ perhaps from Richmond. God ever blessy

0ur affect, Hushand R Griffith.

Cleatfield, June pth/62
M)’ dear H‘“ban i

ing for-
¢ affer being o
day has came her
" A O two since the commission sent by you 10 Cep
Orded

3

ﬂd
/ to]ackson a

h 1 1 iml went it

0 Corinth 0 securea S@% trans]wrtattoﬂ th tto h

Saw M .1

N
it by some trusty person
bearg, - L Brown, our old friend, who said he would send t by

hon “terday from Cephas, he was well.

. ine from yoth
ived a line fr
ince I have recesved @ BT 0U Were
£ has 1y been £ dear husband since ¢ time, if ,
eent five weeks m 0t SOM
n uf s of wu{se s gra a1 hope sl o hea ;{f% any migfrtinc 057
Mferiop o . ost despair d
ey Y Ucer or private I would alm

inue 10
ust continte
are ana Mkt 077
t where you riing it WO
O%d be re in the papers, I know 1o o st i
€

is an emotion
Berce . %10 foel that I could not speak to you 1s
’crce my heart

.

hools at Clinton
; Jed about the ¢ that means
2 tai Wi ; been much troub itals and by
g e s e i G Lo
the kuP the schools Gen Beauregard exempted the 'ﬁrfe 7 aItJhe schools untmn% ings
%f%k Sthoo] c;me nbu:‘.:tillfhere are some enemies of oll other available bu
are;;l:;‘ ake the buildi;gs. Pa is wiling to give them up after e
but th e not satisfy them. fas, he has again bfe;: e he
oy ! 1 o g ¢ Jiver a letter from Cepiy Jona from which? Jhoes
et g has fust called o deliver ‘ o1 at Oakd 1, — lost his
" Sy Smarch gave him  fever, was obliged to stop
S hi

ing Corittt i some. 1

on leaving send him
hf’ S thay, knap cack and clothes were all bu;;z;d [ will endeavot 0 1is needing thet
" given hmosto anythingas no more can be had. f
im

aware o
r ] was
Money and clothes and shoes when eve
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; ; : ; 1 e
Am going to Jackson this morning to search for shoes for him and send tmmedmte%f. T:ﬂ
children are all in good health also the negros. Just now the weather is very dry, and so
the crops will be suffering for rain unless we have a season,

I heard yesterday that th
what point I could 1ot learn,

Do let me hea

; fo
¢ 8overnment stores were being removed from Jacksor,
Lfear we will soon be in the eneries lines,

1 from you my dear Husband, if possible, may a kind providence watch

over you and bring ys together in peace and happiness.
Your loving wife
S.A.E. Griffith.
Please send me your likeness in Sull uniform, 1 wrote some time since in regard to
Iwish it very much

his death Jate that evening. A stat

_ Onor on July 7 i Jackson, Mississippi.
e was survived by his wife, Sarah, and thejr four childrepff Jefferson
» Benjamip Whitfield Griffi
bl

CPotomac Shore Survivor

Built It
The § tory of Peacher’s Mill and the Man Who

by Craig H. Trout

ient flour-
. S Ofan qncl
; Standing silently alone on its watch, e

This stOiC
tomac. .
Steadfastly guard the Loudoun shores rcgl:}rl I: fi%ﬁng o ShOﬁdIc-)-IuﬂI{
OTe Structyre erected in 1824 near th? e ed students i
OUntain has’ fascinated hikers and intrig?

ding
d lore surrouncs
01111 d < Whlle tl'.le hed in varl :
PaPer arficles and local historical files, thdc iundstonc, miXe ding, ate
rema‘ined elusive. On a corner block of € the walls still stani]lwfigh‘f,
zhe Surround_'mg yellow-brown stones fo ngtten boatman, M
o
a;l;de Y chiseled the initials of 2 now

. 'cs the StOrY'
®Ntrepre neur; “J.P”, and therein lx

s - . ssnof the
I\Tt‘orzcal Context queacber-’f lel Site unctl()[l

thej lier
beCame the ear.
“Riy, “ACher’s Mill was located at Whatri;t;rted in 1832, and
*f Roag” from Har Ferry, co
pers =
Hﬂtory) :
Cout) 2272 pries
unt Aus
Oraig H. Trout is an avid student of 49 I}aﬂﬁ_’m and other
bas one extensive original research 0; :zrg‘aumy ”’ija' or who ﬁr;t‘
o e Lime of the formation of Low OUwaas a cord fas WP Jovely
Oraig} ¥h grear andfather, Paul TRA 1-;1 1769 Crat§
Sel‘t]ed f?z l‘f)g LOUgE‘Uﬂ]E—Tdybﬂmwﬂ area

a , -
“ghters, Heather and Tara. i e, g;:;eirs

IS Y tior).
L Ty k Peacher, 27 ars Of 0P Weverton

: . i ’
pl'ise uﬂder and first operator of the mﬂl;ﬁ:‘ioits ) gf:: YE ’ W;‘;e;f
~le Own as Peacher’s Mill throt s the it
Civiy \;“t Mill and Loudoun M, be'f{:iﬂ;f o | miliog

- This was John Peacher's thir

the c'lose of the
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; immediately. The
Am going to Jackson this morning to search for shoes for him and send immediately.

1 ) and soon
children are all in good health also the negros Just now the weather is very dry,
the crops will be suffering for rain unless we have a season.

3 aCkSO”) to
I heard Yesterday that the government stores were being fem?vedﬁ' ot Ji
what point 1 could not learn, I fear we will soon be in the enemies lines.

, : teh
Do let me hear from you tmy dear Husband, i possible, may a kind providence w4
over you and bring us together in peace and happiness.

Your loving wife

S.A.E. Griffith. .
3 ! H rd to ’ 4
Please send me your likeness in full uniform, I wrote some time since in rega
Iwish it very much

Epilogue 1 the
On March 7th, 1862, the Confederate Army evacua{?k ia
Leesburg area and began its retrograde movement to the Y Cgl e
Peninsula where in late May Griffith’s Mississippi Brigade be
one of six brigades in M.

y e s s he
ajor General John B. Magruder's division. T
brigade saw its first hea

n
vy combat in what history now calls the Seve
Days Campaign, fought just to the east of Richmond, Virginia. bei-

Here on June 29,1862, a5 General Guiffich o deploying bis b7
gade along the railroad jn an area known as Wild Cat Bottom, loca
in front of the railroad

section house at Savage Station, he was mOftt"‘:lZ
wounded by a Union shel] fragment. Taken from this battlefield
private home in Richmo

nd, located near the Confederate White HouS:;
Griffith was visited by his old commander and friend Confeder?
President Jeffersop Davis

e
before his death late that evening, A staf
funeral was held in his ho

nor on July 7 in Jackson, Mississippi. on
€ Was survived by his wife, Sarah, and thejr four children Jeffers
Davis Griffith, Benjamin Whitfield Griffith, Lucy Ann Griffith an
Richard Griffith, Jr.

In

o 1865, Sarah marrieq Henry F. Baley. She died on October 8
1902,

A

(V0T
Potomac Shore Survivo

e It
Who Built
Tbe S tory # Peach er’s Mill and tbe Mﬂﬂ

&y Craig H. Trout

1ent ﬂouI‘
ins of an anct®
Standing silently alone on its watch, the 0
mil]

This stoi¢
Potomac- « Hill
hores of the fing of Sho
Steadfastl d the Loudoun s foo Loudo‘m
Stone StrucatZ:z g;acrted in 1824 near the 00 ed students zflrfoun i
C OUntain, hag fascinated hikers and 10 d lore

1o the legends 20¢° various 9
Ounty history for decades. While d.lcusgesket‘:hed 1nof the site has
these silent stone walls have been Pfe:lo ¢ true history ° din amoni
g, cles and local historical fles, 97 sandsL 1 tandiog; &
i;malned elusive. On a corner block 0 walls
e

s "twriohts
surr : _brown stones of thttcn boatman
Tudey Ounding yellow
e

fo
Y chiseled the initials of a ?ovl‘i’ s Ihg: story-
and ®Ntrepre, eur; “J.P”, and therein be

-

. - of the
o Q2 unction 0% ©
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the junt arlier
ame d the €
t lates DEC2 029 an
a Oom Ilarp

\
Cra

doutt
. art Lou . 18005'
& HL. Tyous is an avid student o7 i ::gz she 1%
;;as one extensive original research
o

1l gnet J
: oun COVT i * ey
o/ " the time of the formation of Loud a e hast

" qds has
e, Paul TRAUL "5 g
Setejny 2 great grandfat ”’I stown areain
€din the Lovettsville-Taylor: L
day, ters, Heather and Tara. dlﬁsL"Udcwd on, AR 't:
anC s of 0P Wevert?
Ly, L, s U e of th
. . was]o ©f . evet close
Pri: ebwu:sd‘l’;and first operatc:l' ﬁi};nighout its :gf;,e, - ;Yvaboﬂf €
sl\a&le in 18390:12 ;sﬂfeacheczjnmonly referred 1035 ¢ of busi®®
el‘ch ’ ‘was H
Civi

s ol eration
il vy Mill and Loudoun Mill, before g;“ﬁ‘ial millog °F
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