T he Importance of William West, His Frui HiJ]
Ordinary, and His Family in the Defvelopment of
Loudoun County

by Jim Bish

George Washington first visited West's Ordinary at Fruit Hill over-
night as a 16-year-old boy on return from his first visit in the Virginia
wilderness with George Fairfax in 1748. Six years later Washington
used West’s Ordinary often as a place for recruiting Virginians and
cathering supplies to defend Virginia against the French in the French
and Indian War. Forty years after his first visit and just months
before assuming his duties as the first President of the United States,
Washington again came to West's Ordinary. During those 40 years,
he visited and stayed overnight at Fruit Hill often, probably stopping
off on his many trips west toward Winchester from Mount Vernon,
especially during the 1750s and the 1760s while Washington led the
Virginia effort in the French and Indian War and during his early
political service as Burgess for Frederick County. Wiashington's stops at
the ordinary are well documented, but for every time he visited West's
Ordinary probably hundreds of other westward-bound persons stopped
for a rest and renewal on their journey.

West’s Ordinary at Fruit Hill Plantation is the only H}ﬂn‘ﬂ}ade
location in what became Loudoun County in 1757 that was 1dcnnﬁefl
on every major map produced of Virginia in the 18th century. Fruit
Hill was the probable location where the boundaries and organization
of Loudoun County were formed in 1756. Fruit Hill's owner, William
West, served as an original Loudoun County Justice in1757,as Cap(tiam
of the Loudoun County Militia in 1758, and that same year served as
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an original founder, trustee, and lot owner of Leesburg. In 1761, Wes
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time of William’s birth, his grandmother, Sarah (Pearson) Wf:st, dlefi-
By 1710, William’s grandfather, Major John West, had married again,

this time to Elizabeth (Semmes) Turley.” She was the widow of John
Turley and had young children.

When William was about two years of age, his father, Lt. John
West, died and his mother, Ann (Herris) West, married John Wheeler
and possibly moved to land that Wheeler received as a land grant

farther north on Pohick Creek.? It was probably at that location near
Pohick Creek where William grew to adulthood.

1740, see Northern Neck Grants E, 1736-1742, pp- 144,147, and Hugh West secured over
700 acres in 1742, see Northern Neck Grants F, 1742-1754, pp. 14, 15, 44; and in 1743
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his circumstance by working as a surveyor. This was a valuable occup
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Fairfax County. One of West’s land Pozt
sessions of 1740 lay on the old Colchester Road near Williams Gap
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