Captain Samuel Cornelius Means

Part 3: After the War

Taylor M. Chamberlin

Despite the lack of any milstary training, Waterford miller and businessman
Samuel C. Means organized and led the Independent Loudoun Virginia
Rangers, a Union fighting force that maintained its loyalty to him throughout
the Civil War: Parts 1 and 2 appeared in the LCHS Bulletin's 2010 and 2011
editions, respectively; Part 2 concluded with Means’s April 1864 dismissal

from the Union Army for insubordination, despite Means’s personal appeals to
U.S. Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton.

It has been suggested that Stanton’s failure to restore Means’s
commission was to facilitate the latter’s employment as a spy. Although
the former Ranger captain remained along the border and continued

to tout the utility of his contacts in Loudoun for the remainder of the
war, there is no evidence that he ever succeeded in getting back on the
government payroll. Instead, his association with the Union army was
limited to the occasional procurement of horses and forage, in a purely
civilian capacity. In early May the ex-captain sent a plaintive letter to the
Secretary of War seeking relaxation of the blockade along the Potomac
and offering his services as a “guide”:
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Having just arrived here [Point of Rocks], it grieves me to see my

Loyal Friends on the other bank of the Potomac actually begging for

something to eat and ware. [ can not help but sympathize with them,
as I know from experience what it cost to be Loyal in Virginia. If you
will only allow them one week’s supply and take me for a guide, I will
stay here and see that your order is faithfully executed. I suppose you
know that in the last month loyal familys had been rob of everything,

while rebbles could keep all they had.!

Although Sam did not get the job, the
new commander at Harpers Ferry, Gen,
Max Weber, raised the blockade at the
end of May to allow loyal citizens to cross
into Maryland to buy “family supplies.”
Records kept by the customs agent at
Point of Rocks show that Sam and wife
Rachel each made two tri ps across the
border carrying merchandise back to
Waterford before the end of June. Sam
still had some clout with officials at t}
Point, as he took back $84 worth of goods

on June 3, well in excess of the $10 limit
that Weber had stipulated.2

1€
Capt. Samuel C. Means, Loudoun Rangers.
Briscoe Goodhart,

The Unionists’ joy was short-lived, however, as Co,
partisans returned to the Waterford area in early June to com mand
horses and grain. The situation throughout north Loudoun bec ?er
more perilous on the Fourth of July when Mosby personal] 'cha;m
cavalrymen on a raid against Point of Rocks. The attaclk cai: | !
the town’s defenders—two infantry companies from the I N?d] t
Potomac Home Brigade and the Loudoun Rangers— i, the ; d
Independence Day celebrations and was timed to divert arten;'“ o
a large Confederate force under the command of Gen. Jubal AIO
that was about to cross the Potomac above H .
Early’s army had escaped detection to this po
swing through Maryland in a desperate raid

I. John Mosby’s

n from
Early

arpers Ferry, (Incredilﬂ-y

int and was Preparing ¢, ,
on Washington. )

I Means (PofR) to Sec. Stanton, 9Nlayé4, NAMP M221,

employed as a Union spy, see Evans, “Mosby's Enemy—
2 Chamberlin and Peshek, Crossing the Line,

roll 253, entry M-1351. Fors
‘Quaker Sam,"” 37.
39; and accompanying CD-ROM.
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CAPTAIN SAMUEL CORNELIUS MEANS, PART 3

Sam Means and James Downey (a Unionist friend of Means and o\?fner
of Loudoun Mills near Taylorstown; see Part 2) had ventured bac-k. into
Loudoun two days earlier to spend a quiet Sabbath with their families
and were now awaiting the ferry to take them back to the POiT_lT to take
part in the Independence Day festivities. Hearing a commotion, Means
spied part of Mosby’s command splashing across the Potomac albout 200
yards upstream. The two exiles scrambled up Furnace Mountain before
the rest of the partisans arrived at the ferry landing and for the rest of the
day watched the drama unfold below. After placing an artillery plece at
the base of the mountain, Mosby began lobbing shells across the river

at the Federal defenders, who fled before the approach of the hos‘semc.n
whom Means had seen fording the Potomac above the town. The Point
was left to the Southern partisans, who systematically looted the trade
stores, including those belonging to Waterford exiles Sam GOV&?I‘ and
John Dutton. A clerk working at Sam’s brother Noble Means'’s store
returned that evening to find the doors broken open and over $$,000_

in goods missing. So much booty was carried back acrcfss'the rl\'fer”fqor
transport south that Mosby’s men called it the “Great Calico Raid.™

That evening Means and Downey slipped down fron? their hideo.ur and
entered the rear of the home of Thomas Appel, a Union sympathizer
residing on the Virginia shore opposite Point of Rocks. Some Reb(?l-sl‘]
including Colonel Mosby, were on the front p_orch, but the owner itld |
managed to serve his Unionist guests supper i the garret. Aftfil-‘war S
they borrowed blankets and returned to the safety of the mountain to

spend the night. Finding the coast clear the next morning, the exiles

returned to enjoy a leisurely breakfast at the Appel house, before Henry

S. Williams, another Taylorstown miller, interrupted their repast with
- ) 2 ~+2a
word that the Rebels were returning. Borrowing two of the host s
workhorses, the men forded the Potomac above Point of Rocks, just as

: e i
the partisans came into sight.

As Sam crossed to safety in Maryland, his brother Noblcj headed in_

the other direction to plead with Mosby for the return of merchandise
taken from his store. During the ensuing conversation, tl.}e storekceper.
persuaded the colonel to have his men bring forward their booty. Despite

3 Goodhart, Loudoun Rangers, 132-3; Forsythe, Guerrilla Warfare, 17-9; and depositions of John W, Crisswell,
3 Goodhart, Loudoun Ra , 132-3; vthe,

15]ul678&+Aug68, Isaac Hawlings vs. Noble Means, Loudoun Co. misc. court judgments, Aug6s
S s i SCC chai 217, NARA
4 Sam Means's testimony in Appel's SCC claim, #21,606, RG 217, NAR
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considerable grumbling in the ranks, Mosby’s “i i

. , Mosby’s “iron will” prevai
the l.nerchant retrieved what belonged to him—uwith the pr}z)\fi:?)dt;d, o
soldiers could buy back any items they particularly wanted e

5,::?] :;O;]i ::drfzzz;g, I\/iosby sgbrecd to help Noble recover goods
ha / sent south by wagon. This was '
ﬁ::\cff]:)r:lglGdc.)reS\{ille sforeoyner Cornelius W. Paxsonafvci::] :rlllso}::l(irbf)';
e overean :re;tlgg h;: asswtarft quartermaster, Walter Frankland, to o
rm over @ b} gm: s taken at Point of Rocks with Noble’s mark. (Paxson
Mot 4);rd B;l;lta%e to the' Mc.:ans fjamily; his son Charles had served
itighes o orevi alion until being killed during a raid on Loudoun
i the previo s];nuary.)’ Armed with the order, Paxson arrived
Coumtyom ol Tin Noble’s brother, Lewis D. Means, in Fauquier
Paris and got t);le 'Quarie?':ats}z:: tlscated'cf raniand near the village of
marked merchandise to Lewis’s rcin)cri:Zlc; ?131: ch:sglinvf/z:: tiiuj pliilperly
n sold to

neighbors in the Middleb .
Noble's losacs eburg area, raising $3,100 to help defray

Why Mosb
SamYMea: S}’r‘:neqnf to such lengths to help a brother of the “re de”
N ains a mystery, especially when other S negace
ympa 1ze1§ such as Point of Rocks businessma " Southern
compensated. Noble, to be sure, h o
feelin ) ’ ure, ad done little to hide hj
Causeg; early in th.e wat, and his brother George hadl de' hls’ Copperhead
¢ » but even this does not fully account for Nob| ted in the Rebel
di:it:;etnl; I“Iz:a?y Cz-ge, Mosby recognized that t}?e
alico Raid” harmed s ioni
when hi - ecesstonists and Unionj .
they welrS melc]i ralzfied. nearby Adamstown, Maryland ;l KIZmStS 'ahke, and
€ under “stringent orders against plunder’i i ?rt fime later
‘e ng. » 4

James Besant were not

b
e’s preferential
excessive looting

Jubal Early’s raj
id on the Capital
was unsuccessful i
retreated thr sty and hi
o o 0‘1/1%1h Loudoun County in mid-July or,u its wa S ;I‘my
rssigned Gon a;) ;:yl In early August, U.S. General Ulysse); SaCk 0 the
- Philip Sheridan the task of driving the Conf; d. Orant
| €derate
5 Scott, Partisan Life, 244-5; g )
Crisswll in Toon ;_;aw;:;s .‘gmr\;lo ‘::;:L Mosby and his Men, 126, 131; and de
Confederate commissary as a livestock t

property was among those confi
Loudoun exile William H. Ada::kd b

Means, mi : positions by Lewis Means

o T cortjudgments, Aug. 1868, LCCR. Lewis M e and John .
ved to Fauquier after the Federals occupied Fai:f_‘:‘sé\'orktd for the

oun

y Judge U v
Judge Underwood (Alex. Gazette, 20Julé4). Noble’s store partne, & and hjy
T at

this time w4
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out of the Valley, which apparently prompted the following telegram
from Sam Means to the Secretary of War on August 15: “Longstreet,
30,000 strong, and Fitz Lee, 10,000 strong, passed through Warrenton
Saturday morning to enforce Early. Reliable. A larger force supposed
to be following.” Since Confederate General James Longstreet’s
infantry corps and Gen. Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry division did reinforce
Early about this time, Means apparently still had some reliable sources
inside Virginia. He was not successful, however, in parlaying this into a

renewed relationship with the War Department.®

Although unable to return home because of the price on his head, Sam
recognized there was money to be made by someone with nerve, contacts

:n Loudoun and friends in high places. One who believed the former

Loudoun Ranger still had clout was Lovettsville cattle dealer Armistead
3 to help obtain a permit for him

Filler, who asked Means on August 2
and his wife Lydia to purchase merchandise in Maryland. He justified
his lengthy shopping list on the grounds of “having 18 persons in family

and almost destitute of clothing and groceries.” Although Filler had
boasted of making a small fortune smuggling merchandise south, he
now wanted to haul wheat, hay and cattle to Berlin, Maryland, before
the Rebels could seize them. As a sweetener, he mentioned an additional
300 tons of hay for sale in his neighborhood that Means could buy.
At the bottom of the letter, in what appears to be the same hand, 1s 2
note purportedly from Means to Maj. Gen. Christopher Augur in
Washington vouching for Filler’s loyalty and asking that his requests be
approved. There is no indication that Augur acted on the petition, which
in any case should have gone through to Harpers Ferry.”

The lure of financial gain had brought back another former soldier and
Berlin provost marshal, the errant James Fillebrown, but the sharp-
dealing commodity trader would find it harder to operate under the new
commander that Sheridan had nstalled at Harpers Ferry. Brig. Gen.
John D. Stevenson ran a more watchful regime than his predecessors and
was particularly strict on a1l matters related to trade. Back in May, when

NARA. Means was not the only

6 OR, v 43, part 1, 799.
nists to sell tarm produce at Berlin

7 A.T)L Filler (Lovettsville) to
person making such requests. On 7 Septe
and Point of Rocks in exchange for sugar

1d.), 23Aug6#, M-345, roll 91,
ney petitioned Augur for Unio
22, roll 114, entry J-751, NARA)

Capt. Means (Barry. N
mber Samuel Jan
and clothing (M-
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Fillebrown first reappeared on the border after getting out of prison 3
Sam Means had sent a letter to Secretary Stanton calling attenptioson’
the former provost marshal’s mistreatment of Loudoun farmers rl;to'
September, just four months later, Means teamed up with Filleb' e
co-sponsor a petition to the Secretary of War asking that four ci r';)'wn °
seized by the 8" Illinois Cavalry the month before, and no con
parole, be allowed to return to their homes in west;rn Lou‘;lvoc:;t ;m

:I:’éll;}ﬁ:giz to lzbby for sece'ssioni‘sts and their families helped Means
Ranger i Zt;} ru;n up b'usmcss in Loudoun. By this time, the former
e bad 0 I?Iv:e Arglstead Filler’s earlier advice and obtained an
Detinmit S;]?;rs erry quartermaster to purchase hay in Virginia
Gon Jot (e e) corrupt quartermaster who had been there undex.'
et o S van's tenure, Means and Fillebrown apparently
o L o tn;:jls would be conducted much as it had been a ear
e Treaa a ],)the customs agent in Berlin, William Krant};
Fillebrown'? weriusgllecet?:; z:/nitnd;it S'al'n Visans and “Colonel” |
y . Irginia, without payi i
‘ :zsvs&;l;;np;tp\:i:v (l)):;{)ugg back into Maryland, or eve}:laz}ﬁigth;uzeiumd
G L Paperwo “.,h antz had already discussed the matter withe
customs anent wan,ted o confirmed t]‘{at No one was exempt, but th
oo o e an to make sure h_ls superiors in V\’ashin’ ;

y confrontation with the two ex-mili o

itary officers. !

Sheridan’s “Burning Raid” into the Loudo

}igs: :]::tl lt\l}lee :zbseqcrer?t closure of the bor;:r‘slll]te :n“:erl]a::lti P vember

e i Mea f;rzn fl‘:‘lllebr'OW{l may have had of profitin of o

weporalon of for glc)t r(})lm Virginia. Aware that the customgs r?’f;n fhe

e reguen ; y ;\/I ose opposed to the strict enforcemeno .

government Pa}’r)ollairr]:a b;irfl'snzzli; I:;;!qer stab at getting bactko‘f"” the
Ir supervisor at the Treasury

8 Fillebrown had been ar;

i rested for “trade i ities” i
9 Regioty summmmn o e irrcgularities” in January 1864; s
Nz Nammary o I\plcct;t::‘r; fm;n I‘\lcans{ Fillebrown and others (Bcr!i’r:)c:ol:'\a\: 2b J
June Means certified that Tﬂylo:,‘ ol\cm:;xl in a similar petition, see RG 393(2), crrnryc r:;j e, M-22,
2 Foders! et et Tapk "0\\tn miller Henry Williams was a “loyal " despi ot 11126, N
290, NARA) cessionist’s mill two years carlier (H.S. \Wllinms)(Poan;r)‘,lodSc:f "efl\};f &S" that he (
10 Fillebrown had served a o

s Lt. Col., Tenth Mai 1
tradesman after mustering out of the U.S. Armyl?: ,I:jl:;“;i;gc e el Anicam n St 1862 he beca
) ) < me a Marylapg

11 William Krantz (Berlin
) to Supervising Speci
pecial Agent Hansen A. Risle
. y (DC), 7Nové4, RG 36
g 6, entry 661,

roll 125, en

A ~Jy tl"\’

\‘I\RA. Back iy

“eans) had y,;
Zuid,

un64, M35 pop

NARA .
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Department in December. “Understanding that there is to be a vacancy
or change in officers at this place [Berlin] and Point of Rocks. Most
respectfully make application for this place. Any reference required can
» Tt was hardly an impressive job application, especially since
position of the recipient were incorrect. Sam did not

as neither incumbent was removed before the

be given.’
the name and
have a chance anyway,
war ended."?

Three days later he penned a rambling letter to Secretary Stanton,
prompted in part by the blockade that prevented him from spending

Christmas with his family.

I most earnestly appeal to you on behalf of the suffering people...
in the Loudun Valley between the Short Hill and the Catoctin
Mountain. Their portion of the County is composed of Quakers
believing thoroughly in the present Administration. From some
unknown cause the burning of General Sheridan’s forces fell almost

ir portion of the County leaving them almost

entirely upon the
_.east in the vicinity of

destitute of everything, while that portion.
Leesburg composed entirely of Rebels who harbour and feed Mosby

went untouched. The matter must have been misrepresented to Gen.
Sheridan, but they did not go on the right rout[e] to harm Mosby.
Hoping you will cause the Blockade to be modified so that all Loyal

persons can get enough and let the rebel sympathizers go south to get

their supplies."
the border remained closed for much of the

winter. Subdued by failure to find employment with either the Treasury
or War Departments, Sam remained uncharacteristically quiet for the
next three months, or at least stopped pestering officials in Washington.
In part this was due to having a new focus much closer at hand. At

the beginning of 1865, Brig. Gen. Thomas Devin brought his Second
Cavalry Brigade from Sheridan’s headquarters in the Valley to establish
winter quarters around Lovettsville. Devin had spared a swath of north
Loudoun along the river during the Burning Raid, and he now returned

Despite his plea and others,

Md.) to F. A. Rizzley [sicl. Surveyor sic] of Customs, 21Deco+. Ind.
, roll 31, entry M-492. There is no indication that there

12 Means (Barry RO,
to Sec. Stanton, 24Dec64, NAMP M492

13 Means (Barry P O.)
wasa I'CSPONSC.
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there both to protect the Unionists and rest up his command for g

spring offensive.

Sam wasted no time in getting to know the Federal officers at
Lovettsville. Maj. Howard M. Smith of the 1* N.Y. Dragoons recalled ,
pleasant chat with “Major” Means one evening, describing his guest g5
prominent citizen, who had raised two Ranger companies for the Union,
Sam was then living in Berlin, but went “over to his home occasionally
on the sly to see his wife and children.” Soon after the Dragoons’ arrival,
Rachel Means called on Smith’s camp to get a pass to visit her husband
across the river, “She s a Very smart woman, quite good looking and not
afraid of anything, or at least of Rebels.” Smith considered the couple an
excellent example of strong Union sentiment in that part of the county
and later paid a visit to the Means household in Waterford. 4

Capt. Jerome B. Wheeler of the 6* N.Y. Cavalry had a different
impression of the former Ranger. Although Wheeler used the
pseudonym “Captain Brown” in his account, there i little doubt that
he was referring to Sam, whom he described as good fellow, but very
Intemperate, and, being away from home most of the time, caused his
wife great anxiety.” The New York quartermaster had assembled a fleet

of boats to bring supplies across the river to Lovettsviﬂe, and “Mrs,

3 . ,
Brown,” whom he described as “a mogst estimable Jady;” arranged for him

With the end of the war now in sight, the Waterford miller might e

excused for finding solace in the bottle as he pondered the future dur

that unusually cold winter: He had assumed that hjs role as leader of tﬁ
e

14 Howard M. Smith papers, 162-3, 168-9, 1.C.

15 Recollections of Jerome Wheeler, in Hall, History of the 6* N.Y- Cavalry, 394.5; excerpted from Berege,, R
) Teeen [,

Crurl War History of Nopthers Laticloun Caunty, Virginia, Taylor M. Chamberlin, John M. Souders, 201 o Yauk: 4

—
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Loudoun Rangers would translate into a bright future once the war was
over. His dismissal, even if patently unjust in his eyes, cast <.ioubts abOL;t
this, and already he could see signs that the Secessmn.lsts might rezsse; )
themselves once the fighting stopped. Sam was sufficiently alarme \ﬁ he
Unionist Governor Francis Pierpoint came under attack that lhe put his
name at the top of a list of 60 loyal citizensi from the Lovettsville areat -
who signed a petition in early January urging Congress to tlz;ke no actio
that might “destroy, or weaken” the Restored Government.

On March 20,
1865 the 25 N.Y.
Cavalry took over
responsibility from
Cole’s Cavalry
for guarding the
Potomac border
from Harpers
Ferry to the
Monocacy River.
Capt. Simon Elliot

Chamberlin,
; - . il of oanr ith two
woney’s Mill: this image is held by the Thamas Balch Lrb;jmjvand while of poor wit :
| T quality is the only knowon picture of the mill companies, was

‘ assigned to Point of Rocks as provost marshal. Alt};-ougfh EEZ ;zlllfl:)u;
Rangers had moved to Jefferson County, WA earher mf his arri:.fal
‘ handful remained at the Point to serve as scouts. S'oon a ;er - ate‘
Chamberlin authorized four Rangers to cross the river Sn : 1iﬂn\f€]a§] -
reports that Mosby planned to destroy the stllll—hout.;e a 1_1013- tguer ol
" Downey's millin Teylorstown. Laying e oficos, o5 they energed
Rangers captured three partisans, including twocci) ; c*:'sn,1 . b
‘ from filling their canteens with liquor and bagge hO: b telepmaphied
| in Waterford. General Stevenson was so plea:lezd‘); ;nd asked him to
the provost marshal the following day (Marc ke sarnie party whio
send Sgt. D.E.B. Hough and three (.)ther Rﬂﬂger; , ;ia s, crossing at
) bel Officers, ...to scout in Loudoun for 1t,en VS, cere
(;Pt‘ire? }i{::kes Capt. Means is to go with the party.” The Rangers v
oint o . g

6 Petitio 4 o :ss, Box 96, NARA.
1 ition, RG 46, Records of U.S. Senate, 36" Cnngn , b
4 ' ’
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equally successful the second time, returning via Harpers Ferry with

four more prisoners.'’

fl“h? reference to Sam in the above order has been cited as another
1r?d1catlon that. hf: was working as a spy. Certainly it is possible that he
pl.Cde up the 1mt.1al report that Mosby’s men were headed to Downey’s
.Stlll house, ostensibly to destroy it, but in fact were probably more ’
fntereéted'in slaking their thirst. It is more likely, however, that Means’
inclusion in the second party was a personal favor to allou: himtot l: -
ncedf?d supplies to his family in Waterford. According to the led . ]i
at Point of Points by customs agent Samuel Steer, the former R rhd
g:t :akebn anyI_tIhing across the border (at least at Point of Rocks;:iiizhad
September. However, on March 21 he received permissio
;zcr::srzl}algdlse from his' brother’s store into Virg?nia. (Thlils t\i)/atsa lfjeﬁtsii
excess of ¢ s;zr:al limit 'of $1 9.) But the border closed later that day
and wou ¢ 1o pen unttll April 21, leaving Sam with no option than to
pany the next scouting party headed towards Waterford.'8

'(I:'l;lco::v;r ﬁ olsﬁucci;-)t;)n Count}'l ﬁnall.y ended on April 21, 1865 when
ojonel Mos Iz/Ia is anged his partisan battalion, prompting Federal
Unionists alike. ;paecr;el flz\r/}.ZaTsot]:::e;:; 13 Or: e’;O eccsmonsts and
‘ o the Point o th isi
:)1:"}.11;511:22(111] a;r:;:lrbgy sKgplles, her first recorded trip tl?e:-};esiznie tt(})lev o
previous Suppliés :lth ay l_: » Sam Means ventured across the border
by more supp e ,W ough he was undoubtedly wary about meeti
ay to Waterford. All restrictions on trave] be{::lng
een

Maryland and Virginia, i
) ginia, including th.
lifted soon afterwasds. g the payment of customs duties, were

PR

On M
Symbol?:l : :t;Waterford stftged a flag-raising to mark the town’
A rcril to the Un.lon. Several hundred people attencli] sd
s and potluck dinner, which included the reopeninge ftf;,e
ors ops

17 Keen and Mewborn, 43 oun kal =I5 » 2
, 43 Va. Cavalry, H
‘ ’ alry, 255; Goodhart, Loudoun R ngers, 182-3; and OR, v. +6(3)

18 Evans and Moyer, *
ver, “Mosby’s Enemy—* ,
and Peshek, op. cit. Y's Enemy—'Quaker Sam,” 37; and Steer customs ledger,

79; Chamberli;, and

CD-
Rom accompanying Champery
ran

THE BULLETIN OF THE LOUDOUN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOC[ET{

p—

CapTAIN SAMUEL CORNELIUS MEANs, PART 3

—
—

in the village. Although the Loudoun Rangers were still stationed on
the border, their former captain was almost certainly present for the
occasion and presumably played some role in the event. Under different
circumstances, Sam might have used the occasion to kick off a campaign
to run for county sheriff in elections scheduled for the beginning of June,
but even he must have realized that his controversial military career had

severely eroded his standing in the county.

Miills at the lower end of town had been spared the
Raid; the flames would have spread
the building showed the effects of

Sam’s Waterford
torch during Sheridan’s Burning

to nearby dwellings. Nevertheless,
Confederate looting at the beginning of the war, followed by four years

of abandonment. Despite his various commercial ventures during

this period, Sam returned home with insufficient funds to get the mill
running again. Instead, he and his brother Noble, who apparently
resided in Loudoun for a short time after the war, looked for more

: mmediate ways to earn a living, such as restarting their freight route to

Point of Rocks.

e mountain of debt incurred before the
war, which had been
accumulating interest ever
since. In November 1865,
he and Rachel were forced
to convey to John M. Orr
of Leesburg, in trust for
Samuel Elder & Co. of
Baltimore, the Waterford

Mills property, their home

Sam’s biggest problem was th

T()%Mdé.%w

202

Ve e indebted te Lo i the gum of $ S c{-{-( ﬁ:f:'.iﬁfz 2 s
o .}L,.., 15,67, wi 8 § €8cws, due b « juigrert m.;?a ks aa‘zf
Tern 18 6ot e " Court of Lowloun County, upm whie! PSR L b tlen 100
oo the 7 "Rduy of 7 Gy

Yoo sre hereby notsed thet o the Fruay dey of
1y of Lovduun, fntall rovs the sad Ceart fot o
3759 &, bemg bt the intaimest equtl to cne ye-
ve puid water the provasions, of e Siay Lew.”
i 2aon the riast day of Jaruery, 1643, a1 tar “he cosiy

Yours, &c.y p z w,

1be aext Terca of the Civent Ceurtof sand £eam
dgment and awand of Evventian apaindt you t~
13 wrtemen. o2 9a¥l prinesg swm, requi) 0

of oy wand Btina,

on Bond Street, and two
S - lots on Main Street that
Aia e ervannlly gpeated bebae e, 8 Justice of \he Percw in and foe said Conmts.
et amere dews Sam had purchased back
. in 1855. Although this
o o transaction took place in

., Garnmuger my bavh

consideration for $11,500,
the Meanses did not receive

Means Cou.rl Document: This suit brought before the court in 1 866
this amount, as they had

by Newcomer Stonebraker is representative of the debts which
Loudoun citizens tried 1o collect against Sam Means.

Source: Loudoun County court records.
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already borrowed $4,000 from Orr to purchase the mill in the first pla
In addition, Orr held notes worth over $5,000 for Sanford J. Rame t]:e'
were secured by the Meanses’ Waterford properties. " e

The quick settlement with Elder and Orr probably represented the on]
way for Sam to preserve some equity from his ()tl)ér creditors, who wn :
Slow:er to press their claims. The transaction also included an ,agreemere
for Sam to take over a mill situated on Bush Creek about two mile -
of Waterford, which Samuel Elder purchased from the Bond familS “.Urth
Ngvcmbcr 1865. The remains of this mill, which included a nearbyr ;
residence, can still be seen along present-day Clover Hill Road. S )
Rache] were living at this new location when the following ad a- el
11;11 a lo-cal ne\.vspaper: “The undersigned offers for rent, thge \’Vatlja};;j:jd
be;)tu;ralilgil\z}21tuate.d, on a noble strean_n of water and in one of the

g regions in the State of Virginia. Possession given

August 1%, 1867. Apply =y
Elder & Co 720 pply to Samuel C. Means, near Waterford. Samuel

Altho : '
aSsem’utgh}:3 ySle]; s;l ZE]}:S;Z?;?S had iai!cd to seize his most valuable
. press their own claims in the
- ms in the Leesb
our th:::.‘fvieq;:c]k' sur}fey ofLoud'oun court records reveals thaLtlrl:ig
kel af:;s;stft-: even lawsuits pending against Sam plus ﬁ‘};
it nd former partners, including Noble I\/If:; ) d
ik ullen. Sam had no way of paying, and in Aueus oy

% }fl:eu;]:iri?crl l;(lei:';ng was held in Alexandria’s Federal ‘Bai;:; 1 t8068(;1
Py unce'ment for the hearing listed 48 credito o
2 : ! compensation. In November the Alexandria ;
; mbankrupt, and.m February 1869 attorney Powel] -
thzes zrg was appointed “assignee for all the estate rea] 'ar(_;]

said Samuel C. Means bankrupt aforesaid.”?! -

s seeking
rt declared
son of
personal of

19 Deed books 5R:53, 55
:53, 55 and 5U:75, 394. Orr was 1
6 e o s v 394, Orr was also working as an : y y
im-OIw‘; E])lrrlllfll?dp.lptrh .\[:}nng that he had been authorized to Lg‘o|:ec?;:;:ng) r(}"'- l\‘;’bh" ¢
; ould not notify each individual, b el s
e e, O notif] al, but warned that legal steps w
;Ig]gtpél.:b(: ﬂ;url session (Laowdaun Demueratic Uirml:-e 3l 1\‘::;?2’“}1 S
eed book 6T:403, 5U:453; and Washi i M
and Olive BERY ashingtonian (Leesb 2 7. Itis
”1 C?LI:[L;S lint;;{(wlm took over after Elder’s death) lmtﬁa,cg li{lulnifsf“; P IREMEL
2 er 5 1-2; 1 I
s 00ks 1-2; court minute books 16-

cans and in Aug

ust hy;
Because had

of the n
umber of
any that h; of note
v that had ne [—— im,
“pand by

nal settle
) ment vy
th O,
i

19; announcement of Means's bankruptcy hearing, WFEFA
'Er A and deey t
ook

—_———

CAPTAIN SAMUEL CORNELIUS MEANS, PART 3 i3
While existing court records give few details of the above cases and other
papers are missing, Sam and Noble Means found the Loudoun court
hostile to their interests. To be sure, Sam owed a great deal of money,
mostly from before the war, but in most cases, such as the previously
mentioned claim by Isaac Hawlings for goods taken by Mosby’s
partisans, there appears to have been a deliberate attempt to get back

at the Loudoun Rangers’ captain and his brother. This is even clearer

in ten legal suits that the brothers brought against individuals owing
In almost all cases, the suits were continued indefinitely, or

them money.
until the Means brothers finally abandoned

dismissed on technicalities,

their claims.?

69, Sam’s younger brother, Burr W. Means, bought the
from Oliver F. Lantz, executor for Samuel Elder’s

e of $1,416 included the mill, dwelling house

| as water rights. Burr and Noble Means
s in Baltimore at the time,

m’s new milling business,

s name where it could be

In January 18
Bush Creek Mill
estate. The purchase pric
and other improvements, as wel
were running a wholesale liquor busines
| and the transaction was meant to protect Sa
without putting the Bush Creck property into hi

claimed by creditors. After his bankruptcy proceedings were finalized,
Sam purchased the property

from Burr for $1,780 1n
November 1872. (He had
to borrow $980 to do so. )

Little is known about
the decade that Sam and
Rachel spent at Bush Creek
Mill, other than that their
daughter Ellen was born
while they were living there
in 1869. The new mill did
not have the capacity or
central location of his old

: - - =
Rachel and son Thomas Means, in Rachel’s parents yard in
Waterford cirea 1883,
Sonrce: Waterfard Foundation Archives.

r, administrator for Thomas Phillips's estate, dropped his suit agamst
g were shight. For more information on

22 Ihid. Only fellow Waterfordian James M. Walke !
hances of collecting anythin

Samuel Means, although probably realized that the ¢f
Hawlings's claim see LC HS Bulletin, 2011 edition, p-29. . ‘
23 Deed books 5Y:398, 6E:9-11; and ad for liquor business, Washingimsan,

moved to Chicago.

2Jule9. The latter deed shows that Burr had



14 FHE BULLETIN OF THE LOUDOUN COUNTY HISTORICAL S0y

mill in the village, and

the Means family was

barely able to get by in the AR

depressed local economy

after the war. In 1869 Sam Nt s

tried to improve access - A -

to the mill by bringing
suit against the county to - o e ..
reopen an abandoned road T Sy
that would have provided o /?)f'/- :
a more direct route across /
the Catoctin Mountain.
The case, which had
support from his immediate
neighbors, dragged on for
two years before being dismissed on a technicality, further evidence that
the miller’s past association with the Union army had not been forgotten
In 1871 he did manage to win appointment as superintendent of roads |
for his district in Lovettsville’s heavily Republican township presumabl
enabling him to better maintain the existing road that ran by,his mill Ity
was the only county position that he would ever occupy.?* .

:
Py
PRy

PR

L "'/’//‘"/c'/(',”
4

Sam Means's receipr: This recespt for the sale of farm equipment in
Jannary 136 to Simon E. Chamberlin (author’s great-grandfather)
shozes effrts by Means to raise cash prior to declaring bankruprey.

Firom the author’s eollection,

Duf-ing the 1870s Sam Means became involved in helping local
Unionists file petitions with the Southern Claims Commission (SCC) f
lc.>ss.es suffered during the war. He already had personal experien )' l(‘:r
similar quartermaster claims, having filed at least two such flai celet
the war. In one, he received reimbursement for a horse furnishmc? o
Loudoun Rangers in November 1864. The other involved tw eh oo
that were used by the Rangers while he was stil] their captain [;) b
Sam claimed were his own property. This claim was denjed 25 1 which

Congress established the SCC in March 1871 to consider claj

Sou.thern citizens “who remained loyal....to the government o fm; of

Unfted States during the war, for stores or supplies taken or fi; the

during the rebellion for the use of the army of the United Staterﬂ’ished

400 claims were submitted from residents of Loudoun County Zy thOver
e

;: goun minute book‘s 19:38? and 20:30, 176, 245, 373, 580; and Washingtonian, 24Feb71
G 92, Q. M. Claims Registry Book 68, case 304, and Book 79, case 133. ‘

CAPTAIN SAMUEL CORNELIUS MEANS, PART 3

rime the filing period ended in 1873, although investigations of the
validity of these and thousands of other claims throughout the South

would take another seven years.”

During the initial submission period, Sam collabora‘ted with Waterford
justice of the peace Edwin A. Atlee to help local residents fill out the
application forms, many involving horses and forage takf:n 'durmg
the war by the Loudoun Rangers. By 1875 SCC (':ommlsswners had
become aware of discrepancies in these claims, which suggested that .Sam
and Atlee had been promised a percentage of whatever was a:ivarded in
return for inflating the loss, or falsely validating the claimant's loy’alty.
In at least one case they had increased losses wi.thout the clalrn’ant s
knowledge, with the intention of keeping the difference. Reading '
through comments of the commissioners, one finds statements suc

M M . »
a5 “We are reliably informed that Means is not a reliable witness,” or

“Means, the main witness is said not to be truthful. Heis also said t?
have an interest in claims in that vicinity.” The S.CC.asked the Army’s
Quartermaster General to undertake 2 full investigation, and by. 1 87;1
the Secret Service was also investigating Sam and Atlee for making talse

; 27
claims against the government.

o spot. Most were filed in April 1871, and

the claimant’s signature was usually witnessed by one :)rfm(})lre ofg‘}cxlfv )
following individuals: William Means (probably sam s a.t er),' i
Atlee, and less frequently, Frank M. Mye.rs. In his capacity alsvjlus c
of the peace, Atlee usually notarized the signatures, and Slam S?Orlrsthe
was generally named as 2 reference who could verify the loss an

claimant’s loyalty. The claimant almost always identified G.-W.Z. Black

1 T & L.H. Stevens of Washington, D. C., to
of Fredericly M, o1 ent. (Atlee i believed to have

serve as his agent and receive any payment. 1 ;
head ties to bo%h law firms.) While many claimants would not oth.ef-vx 1se
have been able to prove loyalty throughout the war, some had legitimate

reasons to expect reimbursement, and all must hav.e bc?en ar;:cge’:recil to .
learn that their use of Sam and his cronies had prejudiced their chanc

of getting compensation.

Suspect claims are easy

berlin, Where Did They Stand. chap. 5. i
h W, Paxson SCC case #21.558, NANMP M1407.

be found in RG 87, NARA.

un SCC claims, sce Cllal‘fl b
SCC case #173 and Grifful

lated to Means can

26 For a complete listing of Loudo
27 Quotes are from Henson Young
1838 and 4001. Secret Service documents re
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The economic depression that began in 1872 and persisted throughoy;
the decade placed a heavy burden on Loudoun’s farmers, and by
extension those who depended on them for their livelihood. In May
1875 Sam was forced to sell the Bush Creek Mill to Noah Cooper for
$1,200. This was $580 less than he had paid several vears earlier and
reflected the depressed real estate marker. After the sale he and his
family moved back into Waterford, where he took over running his old
mill. 'Ha\-’ing to return as an employee to a property
owned cannot have been ecasy for the once-proud Union officer. He apg

Rachel’s fifth and last child, Thomas H. Means, was born in Waterford
the following November:$

The proceeds from
I the Dstvicd Court of the AL S, for the Dist, of irninia--—iv ganksuercy,
G = the sale of the Bu?h
by i et Nt of it Creek Mill and his
SOSAMUEL e MEANS Bk

St Vi o beritiy

el that o Worrant i Banib

Ire et

ntotthe Ine

frt g al v

new job were not
enough to ease the
family’s economic
difficulties, and in
October 1876 Sam
claimed a “homestead
exemption,” which
permitted him to
set aside a portion
of his possessions
to be “exempt from
sales for debt.”
He included the
household and
kitchen fumishings

at their residence
), a mare and colt (£60), cow ($40), 13
hogs ($100), wheat, corn and any other stocks in the mjj] that he thep,

occupied ($1,000), and debts owed him by note or otherwise (g 700). 29

el N

N g [ TTA S L AT

B e o D use and e b

F ool e Cobitors of eang ke, 1

U provee th

bte, wnd vl g

1n

vt Conrt 3
Foap, Register, wn il Fith s or Anzust 4,

“on ol his estate. will e held at et o
li:mkru,nh_\ foone, Alexandnag, Vo, befire Lasavars iy

DISES, ot 10 avloh, & M
B. W, GILLIS,

Devly Morshit ae Mersiyy,

b hobien ut the 1

Sam Means Bankruptcy statement. Sopurce: Loaudoun Connty Coure records,

in Waterford (value $200

28 Deed book 6G:367; and 1875 Waterford map with “business card” listing Means as the Waterford Mily' Manager o
29 Deed book 61:311. aen Wy

that he had formerly

raIN SaMUEL CORNELIUS MEANS, PART 3
CAPTAIN OA!

‘s unclear whether filing a homestead exemption s.ig.naled a decis%on ﬁo
11t N u\r)]Vaterford but it came at the same time that his IHVOICYEI?EI;; lm the
o - iny. By 1880, Sam and Rachel were
:CC claims was coming under scrutiny. By ) Sam
H(’(’ Lililthe Mt. Gilead district, where she ran a boardmg house. In
hv:;g n to two servants and boarder Bernard Taylor, their foug/1 youngest
' © WLRT: ;o7
ﬁi'l:ﬂ:‘en were still living with them. The oldest son, “Willie ° f.zans,
. u'dozd elsewhere and the following year moved ‘tcf)~ iebﬁnﬁn 1t}§0uer
i 1 ebanon

: he proprietor of the
iana, where he would become t . !

%\nl['illldnallr"le married Ida Spencer in 1883 and had four children.

ills.

A decline in Sam’s health

may have led to the family’s
d(:(.‘dision to leave Loudoun
County for good in mid-1883
and open a boarding house

in Brookland, a pleasant
residential neighborhood in the
northern part of Washington,
D.C. Sam was in his 57" year
when he died at their new home
on March 2 1884. Among
those in attendance at his death
were his brother Lewis, as well
as Rachel and their younger
children. The primary cause
listed on the death certificate
was cancer of the stomach

and liver, a condition that ha(li N
persisted for over a year. (His phys1c1ax.1, A
state that he also suffered from dyspepsia.) o sl
;n Washington D.C.’s Rock Creek Cemetery the !

 his wife. (A headstone
hased by his wife. (/
o hacif’tfrf:os‘;:;d there by Ann Belland, current

cam Means's grave stane, Rock Creek Cemeters,
o ;Um”-(.: g}{iin';in::rr}ﬂ.‘an: “Samuie! Means, died
March 5 1551 Aged 57." Pt A Belland,
March 2, 1884,

Washington,

Dr. Edgar Janney, would later
were interred

of two adjoining
marking the spot was recenﬂ. rford.)™!
owner of the Means House in Waterford.

ealogical research
& 30Sep81 and 20Aprs3; and genealogica
21-A: and Loudoun Telephone, 3June & .!(_\h;.p.‘:ilq.a:mm” Lml s e b n =
: oaleids A ale eslie o g g B
AR s ‘5‘5"5"5-1['_"'56 i-'l' \.\'ifc and four children (Paul, Helen, Leslie and Sy
done by Ann Belland. William, his
Oak Hill Cemetery in Lebanon.

- &l emy—Juaker =95 an 0 | « provided by Alan Taschler
aker Sam,” s and copy { death cernficate | vided by
3 bt d B ~— Quake 7 38-9; 4 A i
Lvans, l\lokl'\ s Enemy
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Ca

Then in her 50s, Rachel continued to run a boarding house in
|
| support,

Washington for many years. Her daughter, Mary Alice, died in 1889 | she never received compensaton. Rachel died in URenneros
. on January 4, 1916 and is buried in Rock Creek Cemetery. Her grave

after a prolonged illness ied nex .

known }whcthi; ('.chlLl]:lLL;::;rjl:cj}:rlt,)xuicd I'IJL Ko her ﬁ.ither. A ol \ site is in 2 different section from that of her husband, presumably
N M SIE e e mranried; alfhpugh 1ecause their daughter Mary Ali Iready bur ef }
she “fa.a iving in D.C. at the time of her father’s death. Fllen Mea | geai . SRR el 1B
’n}amed William T, Hackett in Baltimore in 1889. The youngest }?Sl |
Thomas, relocated to California in the early 1890s, although hge pa‘i:dlad;

beside Sam.*?

e this biography of Samuel C. Means on such a melancholy
uck that we still have only superficial knowledge of the
perfections, remains Waterford’s best known
have been a successful pillar of his
prepared for the turmoil and strife

As we clos
note, one 1s Str
' man, who despite his im
citizen. Seemingly destined to
community, he, like the town, was 1ll-
that the Civil War produced. Instead, he along with everyone around

him was caught between competing pressures, loyalties and values, from
which they would for the most part never fully escape.

visit to his ancestral home in Waterford many vears later.

) achel applied fa idow’
}n 1[3882(7:1,, Rachel applied for a widow’s pension, claiming that her
husba ' as caus %l
e El S d::ialth v}fab caused by a “disease the result of his service.” She |
ikely blamed her husband’s he: inki ' : |
3 s heavy drinking on his military i
there is little doubt th: igors -
hat the rigors of the wa I i
. . r must have contributed to
1se. The Pension Bure ] 1
: ireau denied her claim, h
b : im, however, on
et tlE{t he had shown no evidence of cancer or dyspepsia W};ile '
rmy. I : 1 ri
y. Encouraged by changes in the pension laws in 1890, Rachel

reapplied, only to be told that Sam’s dismi

: Sam’s dismiss: : ;

widow inclgible for a pension s dismissal for disobedience made his i
|

enned his biography of Means*, there was
Loudoun Rangers, or their captain.

¢ surviving Rangers had to suffer the

es hailed as heroes and returned

» Had veterans of Means's
ans felt sure they would
riscoe Goodhart: "As
ourage to perform

o insist that the
right, and that

When Thomas Evans p
o monument to honor the
Furthermore, as Evans noted, th
indignity of seeing “their former enemi
¢ in the state and local governments.

to powe
command been able to erecta monument, Ev

Congress to :
pass a bill to “correct” he ‘ ol
revoking the Secretary of War’ her bus’.ba“d’s et tesare] by . - .
an honorable discharoe. V: r's 1864 dismissal and granting him ’ have reflected the sentiments of their chronicler B
introduced the bill (I—gI R 91;%1213 Representative James A. Walker they were not lacking in moral ¢

e mnt ozl ' -
congressman attached several ozderz 'the Ijoug,e in January 1897. The apse of years shalhwg ever fatll t :
issued right after the dism; angers contended were eternatly
the dismissal
= ] »34

: they saw their duty,
f that duty and with nol
principles for which the R

which upheld the former their opponents were eternally wrong.

captain’s positi

the Lousdsztg;z:i Even without statues and monuments, tl?e story f)f the Loudoun Rangers

should not have been ) and their tragically fAawed comm_andcr did 1.]Ot dl‘C, d.ue in noﬂsnmll part

directed to leave the b to Goodhart’s account of that unit. After beerg dlj&mlSSGd as “Damned

Unfortunately for R Orde‘r_ Virginia Yankees” by Confederate—onented.hlstorxmfts‘ f()r S0 long, thtrc.
achel, it was a revival of interest in the Rangers during the Civil War’s centennial,

did not
pass. U . ;
ndaunted, e of local historian John

she conti ; riting and influenc
continued to press her | y the writing

sparked in large part b

R. 9996, 54" Congress, 27 gession, available m
912, 97+ and 989 as justification for overturmng

bituary, Wash Post. sJanltio.

32 Samuel Neans's pension file, NARA; and draft version of H.
R, 33:

claim wit]
h the o
Buresii g Pem.lon [
I'Ou_gh 1 90 8 vet | Congressional Branch, NARA. The bill cited orders found in O ;
? | Means's dismissal. Ironcal, the bill's sponsor had been a former Confederate general. 0

RI ‘." '1' M * i = - -
- [mmg’g c P Rack Creek Cemetery, Washingron despite testimon f
-C. Photo: Aun Belland. ' fh h yo Ol'hers | cemetery records found by Ann Belland. . ) ) ‘
at she had 110 meg 33 Thomas ]. Evans, * ‘Quaker Sam *Means and the Loudoun Rangers.” Northern Virginia Heritage (Oct.. 198:4)
ns of i< rs (reprinted. Gaithersburg, MD: Butternut

14 Briscoe Goodhart, History of the Independent Loudown Virginia Range

Press, 1983).
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Divine. And we can now report that, as part of Loudoun’s observane d
the 150" anniversary of the war, signs honoring the Loudoun Rangers
have been crected in Lovettsville and Waterford.?

Since returning to his native Waterford, Taylor Chamberlin has Written
several books on local history and is co-author of the recently publisheq
Between Reb and Yank: A Civil War History of Northern Loudoun

County, Virginia. He is a past editor of this bulletin and board member

of the Waterford Foundation and the LCHS.

35 Evans, op. cit., 39-40; and quote from preface to Goodhart, History of the Loudoun Rangers.



